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Installation of 
Bishop Emily Hartner
of the North Carolina Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church

Saturday, November 15 at Christ Lutheran Church 
We are excited and pleased to host the installation of our new Bishop, Emily 
Hartner, on November 15 at 2:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary. This is kind of a big deal! 
Each Synod of the ELCA elects a bishop who serves for a six-year term. In most 
synods, you can serve multiple terms. A couple of months ago, our synod met with 
over 600 delegates in Greensboro and elected Pastor Emily Hartner as the 79th 
bishop of our synod, and the first female to hold that office.

Bishop Hartner grew up at Beth Eden Lutheran Church in Newton, NC. She 
graduated from Davidson College and received her Masters of Divinity from Yale 
Divinity School. She went on to earn her Masters of Sacred Theology degree from 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.

Most recently, Bishop Hartner served as associate pastor of St. Marks in Charlotte 
and for the past eight years, she has been the pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, also in Charlotte.

Like I said, this is kind of a big deal!

First, we are the only church in the synod with a large enough sanctuary to host 
this event. We are anticipating about 900 people to come from all over North 
Carolina and far beyond to be a part of this celebration.

Second, our new presiding bishop of the ELCA, Bishop Yehiel Curry, will preside 
over the installation and preach. This will be quite an honor.

Third, dignitaries from several other full communion partners with the ELCA will 
be present as part of the installation, as well as a very large processional of our own 
North Carolina pastors and deacons.

Fourth, if you have ever wanted to experience high church pageantry at its finest, 
this installation will be filled with all of the pomp and circumstance.

Fifth, Mark Johanson and his team are assembling a mass choir made up of 
churches from around the entire state. The music and the size of this production 
will be overwhelming.

This is kind of a big deal! And I would encourage you to come and be a part of 
this celebration. Together, we are part of the ELCA, and this installation brings us 
together to celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit among us.

Peace, 
Pastor Scott
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Sermon Series: Give It a Rest!
Overview: The number of people who work over 40 hours a week is 
staggering. The number of vacation hours unused is unbelievable. 
The pride that some people have of being busy is simply arrogant. 
The Bible says, “Give it a rest.” First introduced in Creation and later 
reaffirmed during the Exodus was this concept of the Sabbath; a 
day to rejuvenate, reflect, reconnect. In short, a day of rest.

November 9 • Forced Sabbath 
Psalm 23; Matthew 11:28–30

There are times in our lives that we are forced to rest. Covid was 
a forced Sabbath. Post-surgery recovery is a forced Sabbath. 
Unemployment can be a forced Sabbath. Instead of twiddling our 
thumbs, how does God use these periods of forced Sabbath to get 
our attention, redirect our priorities and give it a rest?

November 16 • The WHY 
Genesis 1; Psalm 46; Mark 2:23–28

Innovative companies don’t start with the WHAT; they start with the 
WHY. When we talk about the Sabbath, we begin not in a legalistic 
manner of what I can or cannot do, but rather we start with the 
WHY? Why do we even take that time to rest?

November 23 • Restoration 
Exodus 20; Luke 5:12–16

The Sabbath is certainly to reconnect with God and with one 
another, but it is also for me. I need to rest. It is in that rest that my 
soul is restored so that I can be of use for others. If Jesus needed 
that time apart to rest, how much more do I need the same amount 
of rest?

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Next Build: November 22

At our first build, we were overwhelmed by the support and 
participation. About 75 people showed up at the workshop at 
Southland to cut, drill, sand and assemble about 35 beds in a couple 
of hours. Thank you to all who volunteered and who bought a bed 
for $250.

Most of those beds have been delivered, and now these children no 
longer have to sleep on the floor. The thrill in their eyes to see that 
bed coming into their home and being set up in their own bedroom 
brought tears to the eyes of our delivery team.

But it is time to do it again!

On November 22 beginning at 9:00 a.m., we need another crew 
of volunteers to help build beds. For some jobs, no experience is 
necessary. But we also need generous donors to purchase a bed for 
$250, which you can do on our REALM website, designating your 
gift to SHP.

This is an awesome new ministry that has provided hands-on work 
for the volunteers and immediate results for the children receiving 
the beds. Come and enjoy the fun! Register to help by emailing 
Chris Barkoukis at cabarkoukis@gmail.com.

WATCH THE SNEAK PEEK OF EACH SUNDAY'S SERMON, 
CHECK OUT THE PROMO VIDEO & READ MORE: 
christelca.org/sermon-series

https://www.christelca.org/online/
https://form.jotform.com/252758595321162
https://www.christelca.org/online/
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MDk5MDc1ZmMtZDk4Zi00NGI5LWIyYjgtYjM3NzAwZjcwNzZj
mailto:cabarkoukis%40gmail.com?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Sleep%20in%20Heavenly%20Peace
http://christelca.org/sermon-series
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Christmas Wreath-Making Class 
Christmas decor at Christ Lutheran Church is getting a refresh this 
year, and we’re looking for some "eager elves" to help assemble 
wreaths which will be used to decorate the campus! Join us for an 
afternoon class on Wednesday, November 19th at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Lower Commons led by Christmas decor extraordinaire Caroline 
Diffley. Instructions will be provided, so both novices and experts are 
encouraged to attend.

We are asking that attendees consider giving a donation of $10 to 
help offset wreath materials. Please register in REALM by Nov. 6 so 
we can be sure we have enough materials (see ad to the right).

Thank you for helping prepare our campus for a beautiful Christmas!

 

This December, Our Sanctuary 
Becomes a Concert Hall! 
by SHELBY JOHNS

Get ready for a weekend of joyous music in our Sanctuary this 
December! Christ Lutheran Church will be hosting two different 
ensembles– Charlotte Pride Band on Saturday, December 13th and 
Charlotte Concert Band on Sunday, December 14th. These skilled 
musicians are known to put on wonderful, high-caliber programs 
each season, especially during Christmas. Come out and support 
the local arts that Charlotte has to offer!

Tickets and further information for each of these events can be 
found on charlotteconcertband.org and charlotteprideband.org.

https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MzlhYWI1YjgtNmNhNC00ZWY2LWFmZDAtYjM3ZDAwZjc0MzQx
https://www.christelca.org/online/
https://www.charlotteprideband.org/upcoming-events/home-for-the-holidays-1
https://www.charlotteconcertband.org/holidayechoes.html
http://charlotteconcertband.org/holidayechoes
https://www.charlotteprideband.org/upcoming-events/home-for-the-holidays-1
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Leslie Baudauf Gene Baucom Joan Freshcorn

Susan Brackett Doris Creason Richard Goodall Donna Hanna

Del Eck Harriet Jenkins Wendy RuoccoMichael Nash

John Barringer
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Scott Burton Amanda & Mike 
Roynesdal

Cheryl & Jerry 
Wantz

Jane Bauer

Miller & Misti 
Sokolowski

Rob Cameron & 
Christine Gerrish

Crystal Forkey & 
Ashley Benz

Misha, Richard, 
& Piper Brown

Dale, Jalen, &  
Alexis Hanna

Bill, Onna, Sally, 
& Liza O’Meara

Derlaine & Andy 
Russell

Julia, Richard & 
Caroline Boyle

Jen, Marc, Emilia 
& Stella Yahl

mailto:mparker%40christelca.org?subject=Christmas%20Shopping%20for%20Trinity%20Place%20Residents
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZWY4ZjlkNDgtOTI1NS00NjkwLTg2YzItYjM3ODAxMWJhOThl
mailto:lowitham%40carolina.rr.com?subject=Quilter%20for%20Christ%20-%20Flat%20Sheets
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Centering Prayer 
by D'LINDA HIGHUM

"Be still and know that I am God." –Psalm 46:10

Centering Prayer is a form of silent prayer meant to foster a deeper 
relationship with God. This prayer method gives the participant an 
opportunity to be still in the presence of God and welcome His work 
in their life.

A simple step-by-step guide for the beginner: 
	 1.	 Choose a sacred word, such as "mercy," as a symbol of your  
		  intention to consent to God’s presence and action within. 
	 2.	Sitting comfortably and with eyes closed, settle briefly and  
		  introduce the sacred word in your mind as the symbol to your  
		  consent to God’s presence and action within. 
	 3.	When your thoughts intrude, gently introduce your sacred word  
		  in your mind again. 
	 4.	At the end of the prayer period (usually 20 minutes), remain in  
		  silence with eyes closed for a couple of minutes. 
	 5.	End with the Lord’s Prayer.

The prayer can be practiced alone, but starting in a group gives you 
a sense of the prayer and group members can answer questions 
that may come up.

Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at noon in 
the Sanctuary Parlor for a 20-minute prayer session, education and 
discussion. Contact Laura Tang for questions (lttang@earthlink.net). 

 
Contemplative Outreach also offers a Centering Prayer app. 
Look for it in the Apple Store or on Google Play. 

Re-Membering Event 
by PASTOR RYAN

Have you joined Christ Lutheran recently? Then you should come and 
be a part of the Re-Membering event on Sunday, November 23rd. 
We will get together for lunch in Forum A&B and see how your first 
steps into your new congregation are going.

Your faith journey is your own. No pastor can read your Bible for you, 
but we want to help you take the steps to deepen your relationship 
with Christ and those at your home church. Plan to come to lunch 
after Contemporary worship and share how things are going. 
Connect with other new members. Chat with spiritual leaders about 
being a disciple of Christ.

Jesus calls us to follow Him and that means more than just being 
a member of a church on paper. It means worship, daily devotions, 
connecting with other members in the congregation, learning 
about our faith deeply and serving others without any expectation 
of return.

All of these, and more, are available at Christ Lutheran, and we 
want to see you engage your faith and build it and the Kingdom 
of God. Whether you are well plugged in or are lost as to what your 
next steps are, I would love to talk about your first impressions as a 
member. Join me there. To help us plan, please register in REALM by 
clicking or scanning the ad to the left..

mailto:mjohanson%40christelca.org?subject=Decorating%20for%20Christmas
mailto:lttang%40earthlink.net?subject=Centering%20Prayer
mailto:julia.edelson%40gmail.com?subject=Thursday%20Morning%20Women%27s%20Bible%20Study
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZGYwOGI3MjUtNTIyYi00OWMxLWFkNjctYjM3ZDAwZjkwODQ2
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2RkNWEyZTgtYmNlZi00ZjRhLTgzYjgtYjM3ODAwZTliNjQ1
mailto:lttang%40earthlink.net?subject=%20NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Centering%20Prayer
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2RkNWEyZTgtYmNlZi00ZjRhLTgzYjgtYjM3ODAwZTliNjQ1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.contemplativeoutreach.centeringprayer&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/centering-prayer/id844280857
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Psalm 8: Eco-Friendly Group 
Five dedicated volunteers participated in the recent Roadside 
Clean Up event, contributing a total of ten hours of their time to the 
cause. Together, they collected six bags of litter, making a significant 
impact on the cleanliness of the community. Additionally, they were 
able to gather three bags of recyclables, promoting environmental 
sustainability. Come join us at the next Roadside Clean Up, scheduled 
for Saturday, December 6th, we will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the church. For 
more information, contact Gordon Miller (gmiller9535@aol.com).

Oyster Roast: Calling All Men! 
by PASTOR RYAN

We are having an Oyster Roast Saturday, November 8th at 6:00 p.m. 
on the South Land. We will have a fire and Chef Mike is making 
Oysters. This is a free event for our men, but please register in REALM 
so we know how many to prepare for. BYOB and a chair and 
fellowship with other men in our congregation.

As men it is easy to neglect ourselves. Taking care of what needs 
to happen and meeting the daily requirements can leave us 
vulnerable. We can begin to close off and forget that we are meant 
to be in community. God created us to be in relationship with each 
other. This is His intention, but studies reveal that we are too busy, 
too tired, and too scared. We are scared of showing who we really 
are because we seldom encounter someone who accepts us. This 
is why we all need a brother in faith. Not a drinking buddy. Not a 
fair-weather friend but someone who will be there, for the long 
haul. That person might not exist in work or in your neighborhood 
but he does exist in your church. Christ Lutheran is full of men who 
love Jesus and are going through the same things as you are. The 
good and the bad. Our Lord wants us to be in each other's lives. To 
support and celebrate. Come have a beer with me. Celebrate the 
good times. Further your spiritual journey. Develop and maintain 
relationships with other men in our congregation. 

Josiah Hawkins and several helpers built 3 new vegetable garden beds for his 
Eagle Scout project to help feed the hungry.

https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjY4NDhmOWQtMTNmYS00OTJlLWEzY2EtYjM1OTAxMjFkZjQ1
https://www.christelca.org/online/
mailto:pbiedenbender%40christelca.org?subject=Christ%20Choir%20for%20Christmas
mailto:gmiller9535%40aol.com?subject=Psalm%208%3A%20Eco-Friendly%20Roadside%20Cleanup
mailto:gmiller9535%40aol.com?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Psalm%208%20Eco-Friendly%20Group
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjY4NDhmOWQtMTNmYS00OTJlLWEzY2EtYjM1OTAxMjFkZjQ1
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Christmas is Right 
Around the Corner
Cornerstone Gifts, located 
between the Ministry Center 
and the Lower Commons, is 
preparing for Christmas with 
Advent wreaths and candles and 
is decking the halls with Christmas 
merchandise! From ornaments to 
Nativity scenes to stocking stuffers 
for Mom, Dad and the kids, you will 
find a great variety of items. We 
also have a variety of religious 
items such as Bibles, devotion 
books, crosses, and even a replica 
of our Sanctuary cross for your 
Christmas tree. You may also find 
a Christmas gift from our stock of 
home décor, baby gifts, children’s 
toys, jewelry and more!

We are also now offering gift 
certificates to Cornerstone 
Gifts. Denominations are $10, $20, 
$30 and $50 and will be valid for 
one year from date of issuance. Gift 
certificates could be great Christmas 
gifts or even stocking stuffers!

Net proceeds from the sales at 
Cornerstone Gifts benefit the Outreach Ministries at Christ Lutheran 
Church. When you shop with Cornerstone, not only are you purchasing 
something for yourself or as a gift, but you are also providing a gift to 
others in need in our community. 

Our regular hours are Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. If those hours don’t work for you, contact 
the church office and we can arrange an appointment for you. We 
hope you stop by and check out what we have to offer! Follow us on 
Facebook at Cornerstone Gifts at Christ Lutheran.

mailto:laurie.carter57%40gmail.com?subject=Ignite%20Panthers%20Tailgate%20Party
https://open.spotify.com/show/19rcPqm3OjDsTMtyj5ThrF?si=t-pZNoY1Sy65JdgJIHADnQ&nd=1&dlsi=4f1c188d487b4171
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064884120513
mailto:thyde%40christelca.org?subject=Southland%20Deckbarn
mailto:pbiedenbender%40christelca.org?subject=Mass%20Choir%20Rehearsal


https://www.christelca.org/online/
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZjA3YmNhZjktODRiMS00YTZhLWJiMmMtYjM3ZjAxMTYwZTIy


2025
HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Save the Dates
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Wednesday, December 24
10:00 a.m. Children's Service 
Sanctuary • in-person only 

for families with children aged 5th grade & under

3:00 p.m. Contemporary Service 
Sanctuary

5:00 p.m. Traditional Service 
Sanctuary

7:00 p.m. Contemporary Service 
Sanctuary

9:00 p.m. Traditional Service 
Christ Chapel • in-person only

Sunday, December 28
10:00 a.m. One Service in the Sanctuary 

-no Sunday School-

WORSHIP IN PERSON -or- ONLINE! 
christelca.org/online

http://christelca.org/online
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F A M I L I E S

Tutors and Homework Helpers 
Needed on Wednesdays 
by PASTOR ADRIENNE

Wednesdays Ablaze is such an important time that we set aside for 
faith formation during the week. As a church, we are blessed to have 
regular midweek programming and to have robust Wednesday 
evening programming. We have Adult Bible Studies, Small Groups, 
exercise classes, and engaging programming for children and youth. 
When we make time for faith, study and community during the 
week, we are living into the truth that discipleship is not just from 
Sunday to Sunday, but every day.
On Wednesday evenings, our rooms are buzzing with lively three-year-
olds, curious kindergarteners, active elementary school students, and 
creative high schoolers practicing in the Pit for the Xperience. There is 
one group we are missing: our middle schoolers and families.
While we have a strong confirmation ministry for our middle 
schoolers, we know how important it is for them to come midweek 
as well. They have a lot going on in their world from school... to 
sports... to social media (and more!). Wednesdays are an opportunity 
for faith development as well as a respite and rock for finding 
strength and community during the week. They need each other!
We are working on bringing in middle school students for Wednesdays 
Ablaze. With parental permission, we will be picking up the 
participating youth to bring them to church. We will be going to their 
school to help families manage schedules, pick-up times and traffic so 
that our middle schoolers aren’t missing out on faith formation. Faith 
formation that we pray sets their hearts ablaze for Christ.
We are still working out pick-up schedules and details, but in the 
event that our middle schoolers arrive before dinner, we would like 
to have tutors and homework helpers available from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 
This may help them get an edge on their work and leave room for 
fellowship and fun for the rest of the evening.
If you are trained in a certain field and can tutor, wonderful! If you 
think you can sit with a student to walk through instructions or be 
a supportive presence, wonderful! We would very much appreciate 
your help as we do our best to support our students. If you can help 
or if you have any questions, please let me know. Thank you!

Parent Connection 
Every year we are blessed to have a member of our congregation, 
Sergeant Rob Stark (Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department 
Special Investigations – ABC Unit) educate families on the dangers 
and emerging trends of drug and alcohol use among teens. This 
is a powerful and eye-opening event for youth and their parents 
to learn about the realities teens face today—and how parents can 
stay involved, informed and supportive. Last year Sergeant Stark 
shared stories from the field. He discussed how drug dealers are 
disguising dangerous substances to look like harmless everyday 
items—particularly candy. We also talked about the marketing 
of vapes and alcoholic drinks to target youth. These products are 
intentionally deceptive, designed to lure in young people and make 
dangerous substances seem harmless or fun. Parents have said how 
valuable it is to attend each year as their children grow and develop, 
as it makes an impact on them where they are at that time. It is an 
opportunity for parents to have these important and continuing 
conversations. We are thankful to Rob Stark for his service to our 
community and to our church.

mailto:krank%40christelca.org?subject=Worshipping%20Together%20Stepping%20Stone
http://christelca.org/online
mailto:tweller%40christelca.org?subject=High%20School%20Lunch


november/december 2025 13

F A M I L I E S

New Family Tradition! 
by KRISTEN RANK

Calling all families with children in preschool through 5th grade! 
Join us on Sunday, November 23rd in Fellowship Hall immediately 
following Contemporary worship for an opportunity to create a family 
Advent wreath! We will provide lunch, all materials and guidance 

to create a wreath that your family can use throughout 
this Advent season as we prepare our hearts for the hope, 
peace, joy and love that Jesus brings. To help us plan, please 
register in REALM. Scan the QR Code or go to t.ly/YQj1y.

2nd Grade Stepping Stone: 
Worshipping Together 
by KRISTEN RANK

Second grade is a big year in the faith life of our kids! In September 
they received a new Bible that will grow with them through the 
rest of elementary school. During Lent, the kids and their parents 
participate in events that prepare them to receive First Communion 
on Maundy Thursday. Between these big events, we have a 
Worshipping Together Stepping Stone on December 7th from 
10:00–10:45 a.m. As our 2nd graders are aging out of going to Christ 
Kids during worship, we walk with families to equip them through 
this transition. We will explore the altar together as a group, then 
have time for the parents and kids to meet separately.
There is no need to register for this event, just meet in the Sunday 
School classroom (M239/240) at 10:00 a.m. on December 7th. We look 
forward to walking together in our baptismal promises!

Children’s Christmas Eve Service: 
Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
by PASTOR ADRIENNE

Come celebrate the birth of Jesus! At 10 a.m. on December 24th, 
families with children aged 5th grade and younger are invited to the 
Sanctuary for a time of worship that includes Christmas carols, fun 
stations and engaging story time. Together, we will learn about that Holy 
Night and the birth of Jesus—the very heart of Christmas. After worship, 
everyone will be invited downstairs for a party to celebrate Jesus’ 
birthday. Our celebration will include hot cocoa and birthday cake!

Anniversary of Baptism 
On January 11, 2026 during Traditional and Contemporary worship, we 
will commemorate all 2025 baptisms with our Anniversary of Baptism 
Stepping Stone. The newly baptized and their families will be asked 
forward during their chosen service to receive a blessing. This annual 
celebration is a time for our church community to remind families of the 
support and care we pledge when a child is baptized. It is also a time for 
families to remember the promises that they made when they brought 
their child to the font for baptism. Recognizing the importance of those 
promises and to help support you in your calling as parents, we have 
expanded our Anniversary of Baptism Stepping Stone to also include a 
brunch that will take place during the Sunday School hour. This brunch 
will be a time of fellowship, but also education. Pastor Adrienne and 
Rachel Dyer will lead a short seminar focusing on faith development 
for families and their young children. Nursery care will be available so 
parents can fully participate in the seminar and enjoy time for fellowship. 
Invitations to register will be sent to families in December, but if you 
have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Adrienne (aladd@
christelca.org) or Rachel Dyer (rdyer@christelca.org).

R E A L M

mailto:aladd%40christelca.org?subject=Homework%20Helpers
https://www.christelca.org/wednesdays-ablaze/
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MmVlMzRmNTMtOTgyZi00MDIzLWI2N2EtYjM3NTAxMTNhMWYz
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Mzc4N2I5MWYtNGM0Yy00NzFjLTlkMDctYjM2MTAxMjBiNGU5
mailto:tweller%40christelca.org?subject=High%20School%20Bible%20Study
http://t.ly/YQj1y
mailto:aladd%40christelca.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Anniversary%20of%20Baptism
mailto:aladd%40christelca.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Anniversary%20of%20Baptism
mailto:rdyer%40christelca.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Anniversary%20of%20Baptism


Last year, the Lower Commons was all abuzz with shopping for 
the Alternative Gift Market.

On Sunday, November 23 from 9:30am-12:30pm, 
the Lower Commons at Christ Lutheran will be 
transformed into a festive marketplace by our Middle 
and High School Youth and Outreach groups.
Come learn about causes from all around the world 
and "shop." Choose causes you would like to support 
and make donations in honor of someone you 
appreciate/love. You will receive cards explaining the 
project(s) you supported and use them as Christmas 

Sunday, November 23 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

gifts to family, teachers, neighbors, etc. These are 
gifts you can be proud to give. We will also have a 
bake sale with homemade goodies-all proceeds will 
support an outreach project. Any bakers interested 
in donating a baked good can bring them to Lower 
Commons at 9am that morning. Stay tuned to 
social media and E-News for updates. Please help 
our efforts to support our brothers and sisters 
throughout the world. 
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'Tis the Season! 
The Holidays are quickly approaching and that means it's 
time to start thinking about Christmas! The Christmas 
Shopping Event will take place over several days again this 
year. Many families in our community need our help. With 
the help of benevolence money and individual monetary 
donations, we will sponsor over 35 families this Christmas 
season!! The Christmas spirit will be STRONG! This Christmas, 
the actual shopping will take place over several days leading 
up to December 12. Families and/or small groups can 
“Adopt a Family” and purchase their wish list items during 
this time and then drop them off at Christ Providence 
beginning December 10. From December 13-15, parents of 
the sponsored families will have an opportunity to come to 
Christ Providence and wrap their families’ Christmas gifts 
from the wish list items purchased and organized.

There are several ways to get involved with this 
wonderful ministry! Members can: 
	 •	Be a personal shopper for a family and deliver to  
		  Christ Providence December 10-12 or as scheduled. 
	 •	Donate new items (or gently used items). 
	 •	Support this ministry with monetary donations. 
	 •	Sponsor a family. Contact Angela Davis 
		  (adavis@christelca.org) 
	 •	Administrative help. 
	 •	Assist with set up and helping families with wrapping  

		  their gifts December 12-15. 
	 •	Advanced shopping for items needed.

Donations accepted include: 
	 •	New board games 
	 •	Game systems (new or refurbished) 
	 •	New books, toys, minority baby dolls 
	 •	New clothing, coats 
	 •	New bikes and scooters 
	 •	Wrapping paper, tissue, boxes, tags, tape, scissors 
	 •	Yard sale (gently used) items

Household goods accepted: 
	 •	Paper towels, toilet tissue 
	 •	Shampoo, conditioner 
	 •	Hand/dish soap 
	 •	Laundry detergent, dryer sheets 
	 •	Kitchen utensils, place settings, silverware 
	 •	Cleaning supplies 
	 •	Towels, washcloths 
	 •	Toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss 
	 •	Pots and pans

Get into the Christmas spirit of giving at the big Christmas 
Shopping Event! “The joy of sharing gives a special feeling 
to the one giving at Christmas!” Contact Angela Davis 
(adavis@christelca.org) or DeeDee Petronis (dpetronis@
christelca.org) for information and to sign up! 

December 10-15
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mailto:adavis%40christelca.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Christmas%20Shopping%20-%20Sponsor%20a%20Family
mailto:adavis%40christelca.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Christmas%20Shopping%20Event
mailto:dpetronis%40christelca.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20Christmas%20Shopping%20Event
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Hnatenkos Family Update 
by CHERYL SPAINHOUR

In early July of 2024, the Hnatenkos family traveled over 5,000 miles 
to Charlotte to find refuge from their war-torn homeland of Ukraine. 
Yana, Sasha and Polina, along with their little dog, Mila, have settled 
in, thanks in part to our CLC community. Sasha, who co-owned 
a saw mill in Poltava, has been doing carpentry and tiling work. 
When time permits, he makes wooden chairs, benches and swings 
(which make great Christmas gifts)! Yana teaches Ukrainian children 
online, who at times have their lessons with her while sheltering 
in underground bomb shelters. She’s also a member of the CLC 
ladies’ Wednesday Quilting group, and she’s a fabulous cook! Polina 
is thriving in her final year of middle school and continues to study 
dance here after competing in aerial dance in Ukraine. Look for the 
Hnatenkos family on Sundays at the traditional CLC service. 

 
(Left) The Hnatenkos family hosted a picnic this summer for their CLC friends to 
mark the first anniversary of life in the United States.

(Right) Sasha, Polina, and Yana celebrated the first anniversary of their stay in 
the United States with a summer picnic.

Habitat House Built! 
by AMY DANIELS

By the time you are reading this, our Habitat Work Days will be 
completed (November 1). Thank you to everyone who worked one or 
more days of our 13 work days. The sub floor, the framing, the drywall, 
the painting, the trim work and the punch list tasks were good work 
that our volunteers helped with in order to reduce the price of a house 
by up to 20%. Thank you to all those who made donations when we 
were raising funds in July. Between individual gifts and Benevolence 
grants (and some money council earmarked from the sale of the 
Concord campus), we raised the $100,000 to build this house. Thank 
you to those who helped provide a lunch or Thrivent Action Team to 
cover snacks, Gatorades and lunches. Thank you to those who pray 
about affordable housing, our efforts, etc...  I am proud to be a part of a 
congregation that works to accomplish something this significant for a 
neighbor here in Charlotte. Maybe we can do it again next year!

Volunteers working on the Habitat House on October 4.
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mailto:nealmann%40bellsouth.net?subject=Clothing%20Donations%20for%20Crisis%20Assistance
mailto:coolmom%40bellsouth.net?subject=Knitter%20for%20Christ
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Family Night Update 
McPIE Family Night is back and we started with a bang - steadily 
building community and energy in the school building!! It was 
contagious on September 30th during Registration Night. We 
served 194 meals that night; smiles were all around; and club leaders 
were excited to talk with students and families!

This fall, we have ten middle school evening clubs, four middle 
school afternoon clubs, four parent classes, three younger sibling 
offerings, and a new high school class!

Middle school students can choose to participate in the afternoon, 
evening, or both. Afternoon clubs include Trailblazers, Gardening, 
Game On!, and Nova Star RPG! Evening clubs are a combo of new 
and old– Art, Computer Building, Girl Scouts, Hands 2 Heart, Sports 
Drills, Ten80 Racing, Top Scot Chef, Volleyball (with new leaders), 
Center Stage Drama (NEW) and Woodworking.

Let’s not forget our siblings! Younger sibling classes are led by 
dedicated and loving volunteers from Christ Lutheran. These 
children aged newborn through 5th grade are loved on, learn 
through play, are enjoying arts and crafts, sports, and focus on 
projects requiring teamwork. This semester, our 3rd-5th grade 
class is learning robotics and coding through our partnership with 
You Can Tech! High school students have a new class focusing on 
leadership, financial planning, resume and application completion, 
and will earn volunteer hours by helping leaders in Top Scot Chef, 
Sports Drills, and other clubs as needed.

Parent offerings include Getting Ahead, Women’s Journey, ESL and 
Walk and Talk! ESL continues to be highly attended and parents are 
on pathways out of poverty in Getting Ahead and Women’s Journey! 
Walk and Talk is a new parent-led club where parents can get their 
steps in and build community with each other.

This is an exciting time for McPIE Family Night, watching 
momentum build, smiles on the faces of volunteers and 
participants, and the hope of what programming brings to students 
and families. Our full mission comes to life each and every Tuesday 
at McClintock Middle School! We are creating future stories…
building community…supporting families…inspiring volunteers….
to ensure all McClintock students succeed! To get involved in this 
amazing outreach, contact Angela Davis (adavis@christelca.org).

http://christelca.org/prayer-request
https://nclutheran.org/
mailto:adavis%40christelca.org?subject=McPIE%20Family%20Night
mailto:lowitham%40carolina.rr.com?subject=Quilters%20for%20Christ
mailto:mparker%40christelca.org?subject=REALM%20Support
mailto:adavis%40christelca.org?subject=NEWWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20McPIE%20Family%20Night
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Retirement Celebration Thank You 
by AMY DANIELS

Dear Pastor Scott, Church Council, Personnel Committee, Retirement 
Celebration Committee, and all congregational members – 

I was overcome with emotion on Sunday, and overwhelmed by 
the generosity and depth of the comments and work done for 
the celebration of my ministry among you. The speakers covered 
it all in such a special way. The handbell pieces were lovely. The 
congregational hymns special. The quilt is absolutely gorgeous and 
the congregational gift so generous. The food was over the top of 
anything I could have imagined and the desserts amazing. The 
honoraria given to The McPIE Fund will help enable that ministry to 
continue to flourish. And finally, the embraces and comments and 
fellowship were so very special. Thank you for such a lovely expression 
of gratitude and celebration of my ministry among you.

I am most thankful for the 36 years of shared ministry. The 
participants, volunteers and the pastors and staff members over 
these years– in Family Ministry, Small Group Ministry, and all of the 
Outreach and McPIE ministries were always the hands and feet of 
Christ ministering with and to me. The memories are vibrant and 
special. I have been telling way too many stories and sharing these 
memories a lot in this season of retiring. Thank you to each and every 
one of you for smiles, encouragement, shared ministry, donations.

I am blessed beyond measure and thankful that I am able to 
continue as a member still here among you.

In gratitude, Amy

Room in the Inn 
Room in the Inn (RITI) starts Thursday, December 4th and runs each 
Thursday evening (through Friday morning) from December to March. 
We are excited as we up our guest count from 10 to 12 this season.

We are blessed to have a new passenger van to utilize, so we could 
really use some help with VAN DRIVERS. And as always, OVERNIGHT 
HOSTS are a priority need. For donations/supplies for RITI, Amazon 
gift cards are ideal (email marciarow10@gmail.com). Sign up on our 
SignUp Genius page (click CLC RITI Signup 2025-26 or search under 
lane.goode@gmail.com). For questions, email lane.goode@gmail.com.

Afghan Family Update 
Mrs. Osmani is officially a United States citizen! She was sworn in at a 
ceremony in September with several Christ Lutheran friends by her 
side. Her hard work and dedication of becoming a citizen paid off! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4EA9AD2BA57-59392690-clcroom#/
http://onrealm.org/christelca/give/now
mailto:volunteer%40nourishup.org?subject=Drivers
mailto:dpetronis%40christelca.org?subject=Thrivent%20Action%20Teams
mailto:marciarow10%40gmail.com?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20RITI%20Amazon%20Gift%20Cards
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4EA9AD2BA57-59392690-clcroom#/
mailto:lane.goode%40gmail.com?subject=NEWSLETTER%20INQUIRY%3A%20RITI
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CROP Walk Thank You 
by KEN SUMLIN

The Charlotte CROP Walk was held on October 19th and once again 
Christ Lutheran set the pace! As this newsletter goes to press, Christ 
Lutheran has raised over $33,000, by far the largest amount of any 
church in the city. And we are not done; we will continue to collect 
funds for some time, at least until the end of the year. Although it’s 
nice to keep score, the real reason for the Walk is to glorify God by 
feeding those in need.

A big thank you goes out to our CROP Walk heroes. No, we are 
not talking about our walkers. Rather, we mean our donors who 
went online or gave checks or cash to support our CROP team. 
Some walked at Providence Baptist, the site of this year’s Walk. 
Our youth groups did their own walks. Some walked in their own 
neighborhoods.

We will provide a report with our updated numbers in the next 
Christ Connections. Thanks again to all those who fought hunger 
and made a difference.

Thanks to your generosity 3,399 lbs of food were donated to Nourish Up. 
That is 1.7 TONS of food to feed our neighbors in need!

mailto:emma.n.lesaint%40gmail.com?subject=McClintock%20Tutors
mailto:liza.hack1994%40gmail.com?subject=Soup%20Kitchen
mailto:huntjeanne961%40gmail.com?subject=Teacher%20Partners
mailto:melinda28226%40hotmail.com?subject=Teacher%20Luncheons


november/december 2025

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID

Charlotte, NC

Permit No. 1741return service requested

Christ Connections
C H R I S T  L UT H E R A N ' S  B I - M O N T H LY  N E WS L E T T E R

Scott Suskovic • Senior Pastor 
Ryan Ritzmann • Pastor, Evangelism & Faith Formation 

Adrienne Ladd • Pastor, Family Ministry 
Alexis Williams • Minister, Christ Online 

Angela Davis • Director of Outreach 
Mark Johanson • Minister of Music 

Tony Hyde • Director of Property and Finance

JOIN THE NEWSLETTER MAILING LIST 
In your REALM profile, you can set newsletter mailing 

preferences to USPS mail or online delivery. Hard copies are 
available for pickup at each campus. You can also view the 

online, interactive version at christelca.org/latest-news

CONTENT DEADLINES FOR 2024 EDITIONS 
Jan/Feb - December 11  Mar/April - February 15   May/June - April 15    

July/Aug - June 14   Sept/Oct - August 9   Nov/Dec - October 15 
*Submit stories or other news items at christelca.org/jotform

4519 Providence Road • Charlotte, NC  28226

http://christelca.org/latest-news
https://onrealm.org/christelca/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YjY0OTdhNGItYTg3OC00MzJlLTg1OWEtYjM3ZjAxNDk1YTk5

