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WELCOME TO 
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS

If you would like to learn 
more about the church, 

contact Kathy Hofmann, our 
Guest & Hospitality Director 
khofmann@christelca.org

-or-

Fill out one of the Connect 
cards located in the pew 
racks in front of you, and 

place in the offering plate.

The order of service 
is divided into several 

sections. Use this bulletin to 
participate in the worship 

service, noting parts 
spoken by the leader or 

the people, when to stand, 
sit, or kneel, and music for 

congregational singing.

GATHERING
PRELUDE	 Vom Himmel hoch 

J.S. Bach 
Mark Johanson, organ

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS	

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION (stand) 
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

SILENT REFLECTION & SELF-EXAMINATION (kneel/sit) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE (stand) 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

OPENING HYMN	 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
attr. Wade 
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APOSTOLIC 
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

PRAYER OF  
THE DAY

Let us pray. Infant holy, Infant lowly, you enter our broken world in a humble 
cattle stall without fanfare or triumphant entry, yet you come to save us, sinners 
lost in a dark world, befallen by separation and darkness. In this Christmas 
season, give us hearts to welcome you, that our lives would be witnesses to the 
light and love that the Father has shown us; to whom, together with you and the 
Holy Spirit, we pray, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

READING 
Genesis 3:8–19 

(NRSV) 
(sit)

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man 
and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the gar-
den, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, 
“What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and 
I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall 
go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you 
and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head,
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and you will strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will make your pangs in 
childbirth exceedingly great; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your 
desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” And to the man he 
said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the 
tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it, cursed is the ground 
because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the 
sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it 
you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
Of the Father’s 
Love Begotten 

Prudentius
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READING 
Micah 5:2–5a 

(NRSV) 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for 
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth, and he shall be the one of peace.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
Comfort, Comfort 

Now My People 
Olearius

READING 
Isaiah 9:2–3a, 6–7 

(NRSV) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied exultation; 
you have increased its joy. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; au-
thority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Great will be his authority, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL 
Hark, the Glad Sound 

Doddridge, Haweis

READING 
Isaiah 11:1–3a, 4a, 

6–9 (NRSV) 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. But with 
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the 
oppressed of the earth. The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child 
shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play 
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 
den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
Lo, How a Rose 
E’er Blooming 

German carol
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READING 
Luke 1:26–35, 38 

(NRSV)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
I Sing a Maid 

Joncas
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READING 
Luke 2:1–7 (NRSV)

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
Infant Holy, 

Infant Lowly 
Polish carol

READING 
Luke 2:8–16 

(NRSV)

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
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favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
All My Heart 

Again Rejoices 
Gerhardt, Ebeling

READING 
Matthew 2:1–12 

(NRSV)

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to 
pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, 
they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the 
east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL 
The First Noel 

English carol

READING 
John 1:1–14 (NRSV)

(stand)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. There was a man sent from 
God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet 
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
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will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

CAROL 
Bright and Glorious 

Is the Sky 
Gruntdvig

NICENE CREED We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
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he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS 
(kneel/sit)

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

MEAL

GREAT 
THANKSGIVING 

(stand)

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

SANCTUS 
Holy, Holy, Lord 

Most Holy

It is our duty and delight... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF 
INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION 
(sit)

All baptized Christians who have been 
instructed in the sacrament and believe 
Christ is present for the forgiveness of  
sins are invited to commune. Young children 
are invited to receive a blessing. 
Gluten-free wafers available upon request

Once in Royal David’s City 
arr. Helvey 

Christ Choir

BLESSING 
(stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION 
PRAYER

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a 
model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to 
conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen.
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Music used by permission.

O Come, All Ye Faithful. Public Domain. 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten. Public Domain. 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People. Public Domain. 
Hark, the Glad Sound. Public Domain. 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming. Public Domain. 
I Sing a Maid.  Text: © 1987 GIA Publications. Music: Public Domain. 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly. Public Domain. 
All My Heart Again Rejoices. Public Domain. 

The First Noel. Public Domain.

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky. Nikolai Gruntdvig, tr. Jens Christian Aaberg. Copyright 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Holy, Holy, Lord Most Holy. Public Domain. 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice. Public Domain.

Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming: 
One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602

CLOSING HYMN 
Good Christian 

Friends, Rejoice

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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The flowers today 
are given to the Glory of God...

In honor of our 52nd anniversary and in 
memory of our parents,  

from Kate and Charlie Shepard

† People in Washington DC, our government and 
leaders

† People of Russia and Ukraine

† Israel and Palestine War

† Conflict in the Middle East

† Nigeria

† Caregivers

† Prayers for escalating turmoil and divisions

† Remove fear and bring peace in our community

† Chris Simmons

† Donna Emmans   

† Harper Nau

† Diane Jones

† Lauren Wright’s mother, Deborah Cornwell

† Kim Sciacero

† Kristen Kilpatrick

† Pastor Scott and family

† Lois Witham

† Susan McWhorter

† Ashley and Stephen Deal on the birth of their 
twin girls, Hallie and Maddie.  Proud grandparents, 
Stephen and Mitzi Deal

† Fred Reddel

† Marsha and Rob Kinniburgh on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Elena Anne Mumper

† Bob Mikes

† Mark Lanoue and family on the death of his aunt, 
Glenda Baer

Hospice List

† Ellen Zoutewelle’s mother, Barbara Metzler
FREE WI-FI  NETWORK: CLC-Guest   PW: OneChurch!

Our Ministry LeadersOur Ministry Leaders

Serving in WorshipServing in Worship
Philip Biedenbender Minister of Music 

Shelby Johns Tech Director 
Kevin Lane Associate Tech Director 

Olivia Gerik Media Producer 
Dennis Contreras Music Associate 

Craig Cole Music Associate 
Noah DePalma Tech Associate

christelca.org

4519 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC  28226 

(704) 366-1595

Pastor  
Ryan Ritzmann

Evangelism 
& Faith Formation

Dr. Scott Suskovic
Senior Pastor

Pastor  
Adrienne Ladd

Family Ministries

Alexis Williams
Christ Online 

Minister

Mark Johanson
Minister of 

Music & Worship

Angela Davis 
Director of 
Outreach


