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Traditional Order of WorshipTraditional Order of Worship

christelca.org

WELCOME TO 
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS

If you would like to learn 
more about the church, 

contact Kathy Hofmann, our 
Guest & Hospitality Director 
khofmann@christelca.org

-or-

Fill out one of the Connect 
cards located in the pew 
racks in front of you, and 

place in the offering plate.

The order of service 
is divided into several 

sections. Use this bulletin to 
participate in the worship 

service, noting parts 
spoken by the leader or 

the people, when to stand, 
sit, or kneel, and music for 

congregational singing.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS	

SONG OF PREPARATION (stand)	 Sing Praise and 
	 Bless the Lord 
	 Taizé 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

SILENT REFLECTION & SELF-EXAMINATION (kneel/sit) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
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SHARING 
OF THE PEACE 

(stand)

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

OPENING HYMN 
Before You, 

Lord, We Bow 
Key, Darwall

APOSTOLIC 
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
Now the Feast 

and Celebration

PRAYER 
OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.
Let us pray. You call us, O God, to follow where Jesus has gone before, without 
compromise or condition and without counting the cost. Sustain us in our decision 
to follow where Jesus leads, and by the power of your own love, at once both 
strong and gentle, keep us faithful to Christ and compassionate in serving others. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.
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WORD

READING 
Ruth 1:6–18 (NIV)

(sit)

When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by 
providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home 
from there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been 
living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 
Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your 
mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness 
to your dead husbands and to me. May the Lord grant that each of you will find 
rest in the home of another husband.” Then she kissed them goodbye and they 
wept aloud and said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.” But Naomi 
said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going 
to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? Return home, my 
daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was 
still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 
would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? 
No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand 
has turned against me!” At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-
in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” But Ruth 
replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God 
my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal 
with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” When Naomi 
realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL 
ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia
(stand)

HOLY GOSPEL 
John 8:31–36 (NIV)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have 
never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” Jesus 
replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave 
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHRISTKIDS 
DISMISSAL 

(sit)

Children ages 3 years to 2nd grade are invited to an age-appropriate 
lesson in the Ministry Center (M241/242). They will return during the offering.

SERMON Free Indeed 
Pastor Adrienne Ladd

HYMN OF THE DAY 
This Is My Song 

Stone, Harkness, Sibelius
(stand)
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APOSTLES’ CREED I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

MUSICAL  
OFFERING 

(sit)

Place cash or checks in Give envelopes, 
located in pew racks, and drop in offering 
plate. Credit cards can be used via online 
giving. Text “PRAISE” to 73256 or scan  
QR Code on envelope. 

Sanctuary 
arr. Lloyd Larson 

Morning Melodies 
Summer Choir

OFFERTORY 
Thanks Be to You

(stand)
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OFFERTORY 
PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father,  
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYERS 
(kneel/sit)

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION 
(stand)

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 
Let Streams of 
Living Justice 

Whitla, Holst
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DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Music used by permission.
“Now the Feast and Celebration” liturgical setting. Copyright © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
Sing Praise and Bless the Lord. Words: Taizé Community, 1980, © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé  

(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). Music: Jacques Berthier, 1980; © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé  
(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.).

Before You, Lord, We Bow. Public Domain.
This Is My Song. Text: © 1934, 1962, 1964 Lorenz Publishing Co. Music: Public Domain.

Let Streams of Living Justice. Text © 1989 William Whitla. Music: Public Domain.
Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming: 

One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602
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FREE WI-FI  NETWORK: CLC-Guest   PW: OneChurch!

Our Ministry LeadersOur Ministry Leaders

Serving in WorshipServing in Worship

christelca.org

4519 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC  28226 

(704) 366-1595

Pastor  
Ryan Ritzmann

Evangelism 
& Faith Formation

Dr. Scott Suskovic
Senior Pastor

Pastor  
Adrienne Ladd

Family Ministries

Alexis Williams
Christ Online 

Minister

Mark Johanson
Minister of 

Music & Worship

Angela Davis
Director of 
Outreach

Philip Biedenbender Minister of Music 
Shelby Johns Tech Director 

Kevin Lane Associate Tech Director 
Dennis Contreras Music Associate 

Craig Cole Music Associate 
Noah DePalma Tech Associate 

Rachel Dyer Director of Nursery & Pre-School Ministries 
Kristen Rank Director of Elementary Ministries

† Gratitude for freedom on this 250th 
anniversary of America

† National, state and local leaders

† People of Russia and Ukraine

† Conflicts in the Middle East

† Earthquake victims of Venezuela

† Lois Witham

† Bruce Voelker’s brother, George

† Kristi Ausrud

† Sharhonda Morgan

† Delaney Martin

† Sara Rentmeester’s father, David

† Jackie Misenheimer’s mother,  
Mildred Wells

† Allie and Sonny Parker’s brother-in-law, 
Billy Miller

† Karen Roode 

† Sonny Parker

The flowers today 
are given to the Glory of God...

In honor our of 65th wedding anniversary, 
Joyce & Buzz Pitner.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
June 28, 2026 
Traditional: 278 

Contemporary: 285 
Christ Online: 306 (Sun - Tue)


