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WELCOME TO 
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS

If you would like to learn 
more about the church, 

contact Kathy Hofmann, our 
Guest & Hospitality Director 
khofmann@christelca.org

-or-

Fill out one of the Connect 
cards located in the pew 
racks in front of you, and 

place in the offering plate.

The order of service 
is divided into several 

sections. Use this bulletin to 
participate in the worship 

service, noting parts 
spoken by the leader or 

the people, when to stand, 
sit, or kneel, and music for 

congregational singing.

GATHERING

PRELUDE Voluntary on Engelberg 
 arr. Charles Callahan  
 Philip Biedenbender, organ
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SONG OF PREPARATION (stand) They Who Do Justice  
 (Psalm 15) 
 Haas 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
SILENT REFLECTION & SELF-EXAMINATION (kneel/sit) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SHARING 
OF THE PEACE 

(stand)

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

OPENING HYMN 
To Be Your Presence 

Dufner, Stanford

APOSTOLIC 
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

KYRIE
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GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER 
OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.
Let us pray. To us, sinners and yet disciples, O Lord of the harvest, you entrust a 
share in the mission of Jesus, who sent the Twelve to take up the cross and to lose 
their lives for his sake. Let no earthly affection dissuade us, no inner fear deter us 
from taking up the cross and following Jesus, that by losing ourselves in sacrifice 
and service, we may find life and the reward promised to the righteous. We ask 
this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

WORD

READING 
James 2:1–13  

(NIV) 
(sit)

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not 
show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring 
and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat 
for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by 
my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit 
the kingdom he promised those who love him? But you have dishonored the 
poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are 
dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble 
name of him to whom you belong? If you really keep the royal law found in 
Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. But if you 
show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For 
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
breaking all of it. For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, 
“You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, 
you have become a lawbreaker. Speak and act as those who are going to be 
judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be 
shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL 
ACCLAMATION 

(stand)
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HOLY GOSPEL 
Matthew 10:34–39 

(NRSV)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father; and 
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law, and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHRISTKIDS 
DISMISSAL 

(sit)

Children ages 3 years to 2nd grade are invited to an age-appropriate 
lesson in the Ministry Center (M241/242). They will return during the offering.

SERMON Peace Within Society 
Pastor Ryan Ritzmann 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
When Pain of the 

World Surrounds Us 
Strathdee 

(stand)
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APOSTLES’ CREED I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

MUSICAL  
OFFERING 

(sit)

Place cash or checks in Give envelopes, 
located in pew racks, and drop in offering 
plate. Credit cards can be used via online 
giving. Text “PRAISE” to 73256 or scan  
QR Code on envelope. 

Dreamers and Doubters 
Joseph Martin 

Morning Melodies  
Summer Choir

OFFERTORY 
As the Grains 

of Wheat 
(stand)
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OFFERTORY 
PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father,  
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYERS 
(kneel/sit)

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION 
(stand)

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 
God of Tempest, God 

of Whirlwind 
Stuempfle, Hughes
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DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Music used by permission.

“Do This in Memory of Me”. Text ICEL. Music: David Haas. Copyright © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.

They Who Do Justice (Psalm 15). Refrain trans. © 1969 ICEL. Music © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.

To Be Your Presence.  Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Music public domain.

When Pain of the World Surrounds Us. Text and music © 1978 Desert Flower Music.

God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind. Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.

Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming: 
One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602
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FREE WI-FI  NETWORK: CLC-Guest   PW: OneChurch!

Our Ministry LeadersOur Ministry Leaders

Pastor  
Ryan Ritzmann

Evangelism 
& Faith Formation

Dr. Scott Suskovic
Senior Pastor

Pastor  
Adrienne Martin
Family Ministries

Alexis Williams
Christ Online 

Minister

Mark Johanson
Minister of 

Music & Worship

Amy Daniels
Director of 
Outreach

Serving in WorshipServing in Worship
Philip Biedenbender Associate Minister of Music 

Shelby Johns Tech Director 
Kevin Lane Associate Tech Director 

Olivia Gerik Media Director 
Dennis Contreras Music Associate 

Craig Cole Music Associate 
Noah DePalma Tech Associate

christelca.org

4519 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC  28226 

(704) 366-1595

The flowers today 
are given to the Glory of God...
In Memory of Chuck Arthur, with love, 

Emily and Erin

† People in Washington DC, our government 
and leaders
† People of Russia and Ukraine
† Israel and Palestine War
† Conflict in the Middle East
† Flooding in Texas
† Anne Ratcliffe’s brother, Mike
† Elizabeth
† Becky Sigmon
† Chris Simmons
† Virginia Pfeiffer
† Terri and Paul D’Albora’s niece, Amanda 
Romito 
† Anna and the Tonelli family
† Leslie
† Joanna Feltovich’s niece, Claire
† Becky Chubb’s sister-in-law, Pat
† Ethan Dyer’s grandfather, Reid Simms
† Linda Fabian’s sister, Karen 

Hospice List: 
† Yvette Kerns’ mother, Joyce        

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE   
July 6, 2025 

Traditional: 250 
Contemporary: 229 

Christ Online: 399 (Sun - Tue)


