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Traditional Order _of Worsﬁga

GCATHERING

PRELUDE God of Grace

Paul Manz

Philip Biedenbender, organ
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG OF PREPARATION (stand) Come, Holy Spirit, Descend

Bell
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scend on us. We gath - er  here in Je - sus' name.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

SILENT REFLECTION & SELF-EXAMINATION (kneel/sit)

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SHARING
OF THE PEACE

(stand)

OPENING HYMN
God of Grace and
God of Glory

Fosdick, Hughes

APOSTOLIC
GREETING

KYRIE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ty;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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PRAYER
OF THE DAY
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le -
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Let us pray. Lord God, all-holy One, you came among us in Jesus, who sat teaching
among the fishermen. He would not depart from us sinners but invited us to follow
him and become his disciples, his friends. Place on our lips this good news of
salvation, and in our hearts a welcome from which no one is excluded, a love that
delights in befriending all. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF
2ND GRADE BIBLES

(sit)

FIRST READING
Judges 6:11-16,
7:1-8 (CEB)

WORD

Then the Lord’s messenger came and sat under the oak at Ophrah that belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to hide it
from the Midianites. The Lord’s messenger appeared to him and said, “The Lord is
with you, mighty warrior!” But Gideon replied to him, “With all due respect, my Lord,
if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his amazing



SECOND READING
1 Corinthians
1:18-25 (CEB)

works that our ancestors recounted to us, saying, ‘Didn’t the Lord bring us up from
Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and allowed Midian to overpower us.”
Then the Lord turned to him and said, “You have strength, so go and rescue Israel”
from the power of Midian. Am I not personally sending you?” But again Gideon said to
him, “With all due respect, my Lord, how can [ rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest
in Manasseh, and I'm the youngest in my household.” The Lord replied, “Because I'm
with you, you'll defeat the Midianites as if they were just one person. Then Jerubbaal,
that is, Gideon, and all of the people with him rose early and set up camp beside the
Harod spring; Midian’s camp was north of theirs, in the valley by the Moreh hill. The
Lord said to Gideon: “You have too many people on your side. If I were to hand Midian
over to them, the Israelites might claim credit for themselves rather than for me,
thinking, We saved ourselves. So now, announce in the people’s hearing, ‘Anyone who
is afraid or unsteady may return home from Gideon’s mountain.” At this, twenty-two
thousand people went home, and ten thousand were left.

The Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many people. Take them down to
the water, and [ will weed them out for you there. Whenever I tell you, ‘This one
will go with you,” he should go with you; but whenever I tell you, ‘“This one won’t
go with you,” he should not go.” So he took the people down to the water. And
the Lord said to Gideon, “Set aside those who lap the water with their tongues,
as a dog laps, from those who bend down on their knees to drink.” The number
of men who lapped was three hundred, and all the rest of the people bent down
on their knees to drink water, with their hands to their mouths. Then the Lord
said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men who lapped I will rescue you and
hand over the Midianites to you. Let everyone else go home.” So the people
gathered their supplies and trumpets, and Gideon sent all the Israelites home,
but kept the three hundred. Now Midian’s camp was below Gideon in the valley.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But
it is the power of God for those of us who are being saved. It is written in scrip-
ture: [ will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and [ will reject the intelligence of
the intelligent. Where are the wise? Where are the legal experts? Where are
today’s debaters? Hasn’t God made the wisdom of the world foolish? In God’s
wisdom, he determined that the world wouldn’t come to know him through its
wisdom. Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe through the fool-
ishness of preaching. Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but we
preach Christ crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.
But to those who are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power
and God’s wisdom. This is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
Alleluia

(stand)

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 5:1-11 (CEB)

CHRISTKIDS
DISMISSAL

(sit)

COMMISSIONING
FOR MEXICO
MISSION TRIP

SERMON
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Al - le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

One day Jesus was standing beside Lake Gennesaret when the crowd pressed
in around him to hear God’s word. Jesus saw two boats sitting by the lake.

The fishermen had gone ashore and were washing their nets. Jesus boarded
one of the boats, the one that belonged to Simon, then asked him to row out a
little distance from the shore. Jesus sat down and taught the crowds from the
boat. When he finished speaking to the crowds, he said to Simon, “Row out
farther, into the deep water, and drop your nets for a catch.” Simon replied,
“Master, we've worked hard all night and caught nothing. But because you say
so, I'll drop the nets.” So they dropped the nets and their catch was so huge
that their nets were splitting. They signaled for their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. They filled both boats so full that they were
about to sink. When Simon Peter saw the catch, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said,
“Leave me, Lord, for I'm a sinner!” Peter and those with him were overcome
with amazement because of the number of fish they caught. James and John,
Zebedee’s sons, were Simon’s partners and they were amazed too. Jesus said to
Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on, you will be fishing for people.” As soon
as they brought the boats to the shore, they left everything and followed Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children ages 3 years through 2nd grade are invited to an age-appropriate
lesson in the Ministry Center (M241/242). They will return during the offering.

Gideon: Fake It Til You Make It

Pastor Scott Suskovic
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God to Guide You 1 If you but tust in God to  guide you with gen - tle
Neumark 2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in help - less
(stand) 3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is  hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv -ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, you’ll find that God is there be -

an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - mess  con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
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build on the rock that will not move.
will bring you safe through ev - 'ry loss.
by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

God’s un-chang - ing love;
took for you a cross
cho - sen us

con - fi - dence

APOSTLES’ CREED Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS Lord, in your mercy,
(kneel/sit) hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Place cash or checks in Give envelopes,

MUSICAL | |ocated in pew racks, and drop in offering LOI'd, HereAm I
OFFERING nplate. Credit cards can be used via online John Ness Beck
(sit)  9iving. Text “PRAISE" to 73256 or scan Christ Choir

QR Code on envelope.
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(stand) Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re- joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re- calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al- le-lu - ia.
OFFERTORY Let us pray. Merciful Father,
PRAYER we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us:
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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It is  right to give him thanks and praise.



SANCTUS Itisourduty and delight... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF
INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

LAMB OF GOD
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in

my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.



All baptized Christians who have been instructed in the sacrament and believe Christ is

BLESSING The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

(stand)

grace. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION present for the forgiveness of sins are invited to commune. Young children are invited to
receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers available upon request.
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POST-COMMUNION

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

PRAYER model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to
conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SENDING
BENEDICTION The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN [/ a o e - e | T+ J T o 1 |
The Spirit Sends Us — H S ——— —— ——
Forth to Serve . ,
Dufner Haweis 1 The Spir-it sends us forth to  serve; we g0 in
' 2 We go com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go be the hands of  Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - name to bring glad tid - ings

bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
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share dream and help the blind to see.

cher - life, to do the lov - ing deed.

pow - us; we go in Je - sus’  name.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Music used by permission.
Liturgical Setting: © 1978, 2006 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Come, Holy Spirit, Descend. © 1992, 1995 WGRG, lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

God of Grace and God of Glory. Public domain.
If You But Trust in God to Guide You. Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Will You Come and Follow Me. © 1987 lona Community; GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve. Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications.

Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming:
One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602
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Sun., September 20
10 a.m. in Lackey Chapel

THIS CLASS IS
IN PERSON ONLY

For info, email Caroline at
cdiffley@christelca.org

CHRISTLUTHERAN

CLEARANCE
CORNER!!

Our clearance merchandise
will be ever changing, so
be sure to check out the
Clearance Corner regularly.

located between
the Ministry Center
& Lower Commons

SUN | TUE | WED | THU
9:30a.m. - 12:30p.m.

NET PROCEEDS BENEFIT
OUTREACH MIN

FAITH FELLOWSHIP SERIES:

The Story of

Lutherans in America
Sundays - 10-10:45 a.m.
Forum A&B -or- Online (Zoom)
Join us Sept. 13 as we kickoff with
a 6-wk video series of the 400-year
history of the Lutheran Church in America, from

its beginning — with the unending hard work &
passion of Henry Muhlenberg — to modern day.

ZOOM LINK: christelca.org/online

261018

EDNES AYS

LT

Dinner 5:00-6:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall ($8 adults/$6 child/$30 family max)
To speed up your check-in, prepay for dinner in Realm

Activities & Classes 6:00-7:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 9, 2026

LEARN MORE & RSVP FOR DINNERS:
christelca.org/wednesdays-ablaze

CLC YOUTH
BASKETBALL

Fall 2026 Season

Registration Now Open!!
for boys & girls ages Pre-K through 12th Grade
(U6, U8, U10, U12, U14, U16 and U18). Cost: $125

SCAN/CLICK FOR
MORE INFO & RSVP |5

BAGS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED
SEPTEMBER 27th

and
RETURNED BY

OCTOBER 18th

°5-§\ ’ to benches outside Forum
“.-lf.d
nourish up

Lifting our community
through food.

Bring non-perishable
items (no glass containers)
to help our brothers
& sisters in need here
in Charlotte.

MORE INFO:
krank@christelca.org

Find your old high-tops & join us for some
« exercise, fun & fellowship in Spirit Hall.

* Now on Mondays ° 7—8'30 p.m

For adults 40+ to shoot, play a game ‘of horse
or join a pick-up game. Join in to relive the
glory days & remember—no dunking allowed.

e -

2612321

Wednesdays « 7:15 p.m. in the Music Room

Singers ag‘e-\d high school and up are
invited to join eur Tradltlonal choir.
MORE INFO: pbiedehbenden@:mm@g

| For more on our latest news, events & other announcements: christelca.org/latest-news
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£ # MORE INFO: khofmann@
| E‘E ALy Or mparker@christelca.o;

Wednesdays « 6:00 p.m.
in Forum C

Starting Sept. 16, join Sandy
Harris to knit or crochet —
bring your Works in Progress
(WIPs) & your own supplies.

MORE INFO:

QNU DSERY HELP NEEDED

Tuesdays « 6:00-7:15 p.m.
at McClintock Middle School

Help is needed to watch babies -
PreK siblings during McPIE Family
Night. There is a dedicated class
with toys & supplies.

s If interested, contact Sara:
PEFSIERSSEN crentmeester@christelca.org

m “.."‘“‘%\
cD
m IE \

2007-2027 /\
NS A

Family Nights at McClintock
every Tuesday from 5:30 - 7:15 p.m.

To get involved, contact Sara:
srentmeester@christelca.org

VAN DRIVERS WANTED
for McPIE students after
Wednesdays Ablaze &
Sunday Worship

K_Wéahesdays. 7:30-8:30 p.m
'S ays:10:00-1:00 p.m.
{no CDL required)

If interested, contact:
Angela (adavis@christelca.org) or
Sharhonda (smorgan@christelca.org)

6:30-7:15 p.mHi

he Danee Studid (C- 301)!
BOSPEL wm#ﬂm

Dance during Wednesdays Ablaze!
We offer our moves and praise to the Lord
with instructor Tracy Reynolds. Cost is $5.

*Class not held every first week of the month.

MCPIE Amazon Wishii

Items from this list include back-to-sch ool .
needs for MMS teachers & students, Fa
Night incentives, snacks & supplies, and
weekly grocery bag needs for Feed-A-Fa
This list will be updated frequently!
Simply purchase items from McPIE's
Amazon Wish List and they will be
shipped straight to the church!

Mondays ¢ 6:30-7:15 p.m.
in the Dance Studio (C-301)
Led by Tracy Reynolds. Cost: $5. Contact
Pastor Adrienne with questions or to
RSVP (aladd@christelca.org).

B For more on our latest news, events & other announcements: christelca.org/latest-news
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....ﬁ . HiGHSCHOOLYOUTH
.. Sun., September 20 +6-8 p.m..

‘9th—12th graders are invited for honest, &= O}
unfiltered conversation about love, %
1

=

respect & what it actually looks-ike to .:'

treat another person — and yourself —_ T El

the way God does. REALM
Scan/Click QR Code to Reglster

DATING & RELAJ‘IONSHIPS

'4' -
Ny

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

PARENT CONNECTION

sllnday, September 27
4-6 p.m. in Forum A&B "\'Dmgs & 14’00’40’“

Parents & youth are invited for a presentation
from Sgt. Robert Stark about dealing with Drugs
& Alcohol. There will also be an opportunity

for parents to ask questions while E: El
students have fellowship time. 3

PARENT CONNECTION
Sunday, September 27
6-8 p.m. in Forum A&B "\'Dmgs & A’OOI(IDIH

Parents & youth are invited for a deeper, more
grown-up round of the same honest conversation
during middle school, matched to  [@]4E¢

the real decisions high schoolers ;
are actually facing.

~ 14

M ministry leadership

" UPCOMING DATES: -
Sept. 20« Oct. % « Oct. 18 « Nov. 8
12:30-2:30 p.m. in the Pit
All high school students are invited to come learn

some important life skills that can be used to
help their-peers get through tough life problems.

MORE INFO: nlegvold@christelca.org

lﬁ

Parents & children (age 3 as of 9/1/26) are invited to [

create a personalized Prayer Book.together. We will_|
provide all materials — just bring any.photos &4 El[,
that mlght be meanlngful for your child, such %

+.." 3Year Old Prayer :
- Sunday, Septemﬁer 27

10-10:45 a.m. in Center.Six »/ J’

& o) o ‘j} %4 ) 2"

HUMAN SEXUALITY
_ ' Sunday, October & » 4-6 p.m:"
e ___.inthe Forum
6th-Bthigraders & their parents will @]}
talk about bodies, identity &relationships B
as good gifts from God worth'Under- _ {2
standing, respecting & protecting. ="
Scan/Click to Register>> o REALM

EDNEﬁMﬁ
Parents, Did You Know?
Transportation is available on Wednesday
evenings for middle school students! CLC can
pick up your child from school and bring them

to church for dinner and programming.
Parent pick-up at the church at 7:30 p.m.

lnhnmd? En_nll Pastor Adrienne

NATIONALYOUTH GATHERING

Sunday, Sept. 27 - 10-10:45 a.m.”
-or - Sunday, Oct. & - 12-12:45 pm.

Are interested in your high schoel student
attending the National Youth Gathering? Come
join us for an information session in the Pit and
learn all you need to know for registration! Bring

yo_t’lr.-que'stions and we will'bring the answers!

MORE INFO: email tWeller@christelca.org

@ For more on our latest news, events & other announcements: christelca.org/latest-news



Prayers

T National, state and local leaders
t Conflicts throughout the world

T Kristi Ausrud Our Pﬂ.STOI’.S'
+ Delaney Martin

T Jackie Misenheimer’s mother, Mildred Wells
+ Sonny Parker

T Lois Witham

1 Bill Porter

CHRISTLUTHERAN

providence | online

D

T Fred Reddel gk SR

t Renee Cerwin’s grandson, Archie Dr. Scott Suskovic Pastor Pastor
Senior Pastor Ryan Ritzmann Adrienne Ladd

t Meghan Cole’s grandfather, Paul Hoffmann Evangelism Family Ministries

+ Lynn Fabian & Faith Formation

P s Ministry Leaders
t Sandy Caughman and family on the death of y
her husband, Jim Mark Johanson Minister of Music & Worship
. . Philip Biedenbender Minister of Music
t Kathy G'1bson and family on the death of her Craig Cole Music Associate
father, Skip Pearce Dennis Contreras Music Associate
Vike Sahmieders Noah DePalma Tech Associate
t Shelby Johns Tech Director
+ Werner Miller and family on the death of his Kevin Lane Associate Tech Director
daughter, Donalyn Winfree Rachel Dyer Director of Nursery & Pre-School Ministries
Kristen Rank Director of Elementary Ministries
+ Karen Roode Angela Davis Director of Outreach
Hospice List Alexis Williams Christ Online Minister
T Ed Cazel

1 Rajah Chacko’s mother, Yo 7 FREE WI-FI NETWORK: CLC-Guest PW: OneChurch!

The flowers today

are given to the Glory of God... ~ Dlease tikis'a tecond

J & let the world know

about Christ Lutheran.
review us Click or Scan QR Code
on Google to get started:

4519 Provid Road
Saisienc e @ S8 Eence

(704) 366-1595

In loving memory of Claudia Morton,
with love, Kendra.

christelca.org h CHRIST

0 T online




