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WELCOME TO 
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS

If you would like to learn 
more about the church, 

contact Kathy Hofmann, our 
Guest & Hospitality Director 
khofmann@christelca.org

-or-

Fill out one of the Connect 
cards located in the pew 
racks in front of you, and 

place in the offering plate.

The order of service 
is divided into several 

sections. Use this bulletin to 
participate in the worship 

service, noting parts 
spoken by the leader or 

the people, when to stand, 
sit, or kneel, and music for 

congregational singing.

GATHERING

PRELUDE	

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG OF PREPARATION (stand)	 Send Me, Lord 
	 South African Traditional

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

SILENT REFLECTION & SELF-EXAMINATION (kneel/sit) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SHARING 
OF THE PEACE 

(stand)

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

OPENING HYMN 
Take My Life,  

That I May Be 
Havergal, Pharris
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APOSTOLIC 
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
This Is the Feast
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PRAYER 
OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.
Let us pray. You call us, O God, to follow where Jesus has gone before, without 
compromise or condition and without counting the cost. Sustain us in our decision 
to follow where Jesus leads, and by the power of your own love, at once both 
strong and gentle, keep us faithful to Christ and compassionate in serving others. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

WORD

READING 
1 Kings 19:19–21 

(NIV) 
(sit)

So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up 
to him and threw his cloak around him. Elisha then left his oxen and ran after 
Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will 
come with you.” “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” So Elisha 
left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He 
burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and 
they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his servant.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL 
ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia
(stand)

HOLY GOSPEL 
Luke 9:57–62  

(NIV)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 9th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.
As they were walking along the road, a man said to Jesus, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the 
Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” He said to another man, “Follow me.” 
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 
goodbye to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHRISTKIDS 
DISMISSAL 

(sit)

Children ages 3 years through 2nd grade are invited to an age-appropriate 
lesson in the Ministry Center (M241/242). They will return during the offering.
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MINISTRY 
PRESENTATION CROP Walk

SERMON Elisha: Burning Bridges 
Pastor Adrienne Ladd

HYMN OF THE DAY 
All for Christ I  

Have Forsaken 
Chao, Starke 

(stand)

APOSTLES’ CREED I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS 
(kneel/sit)

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

MUSICAL 
OFFERING 

(sit)

Place cash or checks in Give envelopes, 
located in pew racks, and drop in offering 
plate. Credit cards can be used via online 
giving. Text “PRAISE” to 73256 or scan  
QR Code on envelope. 

Prayer of Peace 
Mary McDonald 
Christ Choir
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OFFERTORY 
Let the Vineyards 

Be Fruitful
(stand)

OFFERTORY 
PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father,  
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

GREAT 
THANKSGIVING
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SANCTUS It is our duty and delight... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF 
INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD 
(sit)
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HOLY COMMUNION
All baptized Christians who have been instructed in the sacrament and believe Christ is 
present for the forgiveness of sins are invited to commune. Young children are invited to 
receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers available upon request.

COMMUNION HYMN 
Take Up Your Cross, 

the Savior Said 
Everest

BLESSING 
(stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION 
PRAYER

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a 
model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to 
conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen.
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Music used by permission.
Liturgical Setting:  © 1978, 2006 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Send Me, Lord. English text © Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
Take My Life, That I May Be. Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

All for Christ I Have Forsaken. Text © 1999 Stephen Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. 
Music: Public Domain.

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said. Public domain.
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing. Public Domain.

Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming: 
One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602

CLOSING HYMN 
Lord, Dismiss Us 

with Your Blessing 
Fawcett, Thring

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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FREE WI-FI  NETWORK: CLC-Guest   PW: OneChurch!

Our PastorsOur Pastors

Ministry LeadersMinistry Leaders

christelca.org

4519 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC  28226 

(704) 366-1595

Pastor  
Ryan Ritzmann

Evangelism 
& Faith Formation

Dr. Scott Suskovic
Senior Pastor

Pastor  
Adrienne Ladd

Family Ministries

Mark Johanson Minister of Music & Worship 
Philip Biedenbender Minister of Music 

Craig Cole Music Associate 
Dennis Contreras Music Associate 

Noah DePalma Tech Associate 
Shelby Johns Tech Director 

Kevin Lane Associate Tech Director 
Rachel Dyer Director of Nursery & Pre-School Ministries 

Kristen Rank Director of Elementary Ministries 
Angela Davis Director of Outreach 

Alexis Williams Christ Online Minister

† National, state and local leaders
† Conflicts throughout the world
† Kristi Ausrud
† Delaney Martin
† Jackie Misenheimer’s mother, Mildred Wells
† Sonny Parker
† Lois Witham
† Bill Porter
† Fred Reddel
† Renee Cerwin’s grandson, Archie
† Meghan Cole’s grandfather, Paul Hoffmann
† Travis Weller
† Mike Schnieders
† Karen Roode
† Melissa Eldridge Perlmutter
† Perfecta Modesto
† Wayne and Mary Clark
† Kristin Kilpatrick
Hospice List 
† Rajah Chacko’s mother, Yo

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
September 27, 2026 

Traditional: 285 
Bridge: 115 

Contemporary: 275 
Christ Online: 434 (Sun - Tue)


