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christelca.org

WELCOME TO 
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS

If you would like to learn 
more about the church, 

contact Kathy Hofmann, our 
Guest & Hospitality Director 
khofmann@christelca.org

-or-

Fill out one of the Connect 
cards located in the pew 
racks in front of you, and 

place in the offering plate.

The order of service 
is divided into several 

sections. Use this bulletin to 
participate in the worship 

service, noting parts 
spoken by the leader or 

the people, when to stand, 
sit, or kneel, and music for 

congregational singing.

GATHERING

PRELUDE He Leadeth Me! O Blessed Thought 
arr. Mark Hayes 

Philip Biedenbender, piano
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SONG OF PREPARATION (stand) Spirit, Open My Heart 
Duck, Fedak

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
SILENT REFLECTION & SELF-EXAMINATION (kneel/sit) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SHARING 
OF THE PEACE 

(stand)

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

OPENING HYMN 
Son of God, Eternal 

Savior 
Lowry, Röntgen

APOSTOLIC 
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
Gloria in Excelsis
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PRAYER 
OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, protector of the widow and orphan, safe haven for strangers, 
justice for the oppressed, uphold the poor who hope in you and sustain those who 
place their trust in your love. Let no one be deprived of the bread and freedom 
you provide, but may all people learn to share freely and generously of the good 
gifts you have bestowed, following the example of Jesus, who offered his very life 
for our salvation, and who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING 
Malachi 3:6–12 

(NIV) 
(sit)

“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 
Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees 
and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the 
Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ “Will a mere mortal rob 
God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and 
offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will 
not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, 
and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the 
Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a 
delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA 
(stand)

HOLY GOSPEL 
Mark 12:41–44 

(NIV)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 12th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 
the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people 
threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small 
copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, 
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHRIST KIDS 
(sit)

Children ages 3 years to 2nd grade are invited to an age-appropriate 
lesson in the Ministry Center (M241/242). They will return during the offering.

BLESSING OF 
THE QUILTS

SERMON Trusting God for Renewal 
Pastor Scott Suskovic

HYMN OF THE DAY 
The Widow’s Gift 

Was Humble 
Dobson 
(stand)
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RECEPTION OF  
NEW MEMBERS

(sit)

APOSTLES’ CREED 
(stand)

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father? 
People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

MUSICAL OFFERING 
(sit)

Place cash or checks in Give envelopes, 
located in pew racks, and drop in offering 
plate. Credit cards can be used via online 
giving. Text “PRAISE” to 73256 or scan  
QR Code on envelope. 

God Thou Art Love 
Craig Courtney 
Christ Choir
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OFFERTORY 
Create in Me 

(stand)

OFFERTORY 
PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father,  
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYERS 
(kneel/sit)

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION 
(stand)

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN 
The Lord Now  

Sends Us Forth

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Music used by permission.

Spirit, Open My Heart. Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak.

Son of God, Eternal Savior. Text: Somerset Lowry. Music: arr. Julius Röntgen. Public Domain.

The Widow’s Gift Was Humble. Text: Marjorie Dobson. © Stainer & Bell Ltd. Music: German. Public Domain.

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth. Text & Music: Anonymous; tr. Gerhardt Cartford. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming: 
One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602
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christelca.org

4519 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC  28226 

(704) 366-1595

FREE WI-FI  NETWORK: CLC-Guest   PW: OneChurch!

Our Ministry LeadersOur Ministry Leaders

Pastor  
Ryan Ritzmann

Evangelism 
& Faith Formation

Dr. Scott Suskovic
Senior Pastor

Pastor  
Adrienne Martin
Family Ministries

Alexis Williams
Christ Online 

Minister

Mark Johanson
Minister of 

Music & Worship

Amy Daniels
Director of 
Outreach

Philip Biedenbender Associate Minister of Music 
Bill Porter Tech Director 

Shelby Johns Tech Operations Lead 
Olivia Gerik Media Director 

Dennis Contreras Music Associate 
Craig Cole Music Associate 

Noah DePalma Lighting Director

Serving in WorshipServing in Worship
The flowers today 

are given to the Glory of God...
In Honor of my mother, Brenda Whittemore  

from Jack Whittemore.

In Memory of my parents, Cyrus & Dahlia 
Brown, from Phillip Brown.

† Those impacted by the recent hurricanes
† All those who are fighting cancer
† All those in recovery and addiction
† Barbara West
† Chris O’Boyle
† Leslie Martin
† Matilda Ann Plonk
† Mary Parker’s sister-in-law, Robin
† Deanna Hunter
† Kristi Ausrud
† Jay McCann
† Sharon English’s granddaughter, Dene
† Alicia and Mike Wallace’s nephew, Stephen
† Caroline Diffley’s father, Noel Nolan
† Britta
† Laura
† Pastor Adrienne’s sister, Suzanna
† Becky Chubb
† Paula Edgren’s mother, Lea
† Jack Whittemore’s Aunt Lecter Lester
† Maria Bevington’s mother, Greta Peralta 

Hospice List: 
† Bob Sisco’s mother, Beverly

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE   

Traditional: 170 
Bridge: 109 

Contemporary: 273 
Christ Online: 328 
(Sunday - Tuesday)

October 13, 2024


