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ABOUT THE SERVICE 
The Holy Week Service of Tenebrae is one of the oldest traditional 
observances of the Christian Church. As the service unfolds with the 
dramatic recounting of humanity’s sin and Christ’s death, the darkness 
gradually increases until only one light remains burning: the light of God’s 
love, the light that darkness can never overcome. The service ends in silence.

Tenebrae Order of WorshipTenebrae Order of Worship

WELCOME TO 
CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

PROVIDENCE CAMPUS

If you would like to learn 
more about the church, 

contact Kathy Hofmann, our 
Guest & Hospitality Director 
khofmann@christelca.org

-or-

Fill out one of the Connect 
cards located in the pew 
racks in front of you, and 

place in the offering plate.

The order of service 
is divided into several 

sections. Use this bulletin to 
participate in the worship 

service, noting parts 
spoken by the leader or 

the people, when to stand, 
sit, or kneel, and music for 

congregational singing.

PRELUDE	 What Wondrous Love Is This 
	 Duane Funderburke 
	 Leigh Marsh, violin

	 Arise, My Soul, Arise 
	 Dan Forrest 
	 Christ Choir; Leigh Marsh, violin

GATHERING SONG (stand)	 What Wondrous Love Is This with 
You Are My King (Amazing Love) 

	 arr. Allen

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.

Let us pray, at this hour, O God Most High, while silence reigns and the 
sun hides its face, a world prostrate beneath its sins lifts its eyes to the 
cross, rejoicing that the tree of knowledge which brought the human race 
to its knees, has become the tree of life, lifting us up to redemption. Let 
the glorious cross forever stand as the sign of our worth in your eyes! 
As we behold innocence itself crucified in place of the guilty and Life put 
to death for sinners, may we take heart, remembering the prayer of the 
dying thief whose faith was rewarded. We ask this through your Son, the 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

GATHERING

christelca.org
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TENEBRAE

PART 1

“NO ONE NOTICED” 
Lamentations 1:12–13, 

16 (NIV)
(sit)

“Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look around and see. Is any suffering 
like my suffering that was inflicted on me, that the Lord brought on me in the 
day of his fierce anger? From on high he sent fire, sent it down into my bones. 
He spread a net for my feet and turned me back. He made me desolate, faint 
all the day long. This is why I weep and my eyes overflow with tears. No one is 
near to comfort me.”

ANTHEM
The Power of the Cross 

arr. Cottrell 
Rob Chase, worship leader

PART 2

“WHAT’S ONE 
MORE BABY?” 
Luke 2:1–7 (RSV)

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of Syria. 
And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.

ANTHEM
Behold the Lamb 

arr. Duren 
Kristin Glaeser-Cavazos, solo

PART 3

“DID PILATE 
NOTICE... REALLY?” 

Mark 15:1–5 (NIV)

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the 
law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him 
away and handed him over to Pilate.
“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied.
The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, 
“Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.”
But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

CONGREGATIONAL 
SONG 

The Blood of Jesus 
Speaks for Me 

arr. Cottrell
(stand)
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PART 4

“A THIEF NOTICED” 
Luke 23:39–43 (NIV)

(sit)

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what 
our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
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HYMN 
When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross 
arr. Coates

(stand)

PART 5

“ONE SIGN, 
ONE MENTION, 

ONE LINE” 
Luke 23:44–46 (NIV)

(sit)

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.”

HYMN 
O Sacred Head, 
Now Wounded 

Gerhardt, Hassler
(stand)
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PART 6

“MAYBE A GUARD, 
HIS MOM, SOME 

WOMEN?” 
Mark 15:33–41 (NIV)

(sit)

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling 
Elijah.” Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to 
take him down,” he said.
With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this 
man was the Son of God!” Some women were watching from a distance. Among 
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, 
and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. 
Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.

ANTHEM
Silent the Garden, Silent the Tomb 

Victor Johnson 
Christ Choir

PART 7

“SOMEONE 
NOTICED” 

Isaiah 53:4–7 (NIV)

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did 
not open his mouth.

SOLO
Were You There 

Traditional Spiritual 
Claire Murphy, solo
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PROCESSION OF THE CROSS

VERSICLE AND 
RESPONSE 

(stand)

(repeated three times while Paschal Candle is removed from the Sanctuary)

Leader: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
People: O come, let us worship him.

A loud drum roll represents the earthquake that occurred when Jesus died. 
The Paschal Candle is carried out of the room to symbolize the three days in the tomb.

STREPITUS The slamming of the book symbolizes the closing of the tomb 
and Christ’s final words, “It is finished.”

LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen.

- THE SERVICE CONCLUDES IN COMPLETE SILENCE - 
Please maintain this silence until you leave the church grounds.

Music used by permission.

The Blood of Jesus Speaks for Me. Copyright 2016 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing/
Great Revelation Music/ TimeChange Music (ASCAP) (admin. At CapitolCMGPublishing.com)

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. © 2002 Word Music, div. of Word Music Group, Inc.

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded. Public domain.

Music & lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print/live streaming: 
One License #A-701771 and CCLI #1322176; Augsburg Fortress #65602
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