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CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA

For links to live-stream services,  
upcoming virtual events, bulletins, 

ChristKidsTV and more: 
christelca.org/online

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 
10:00 a.m. The Bridge Service 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship

10-10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
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PASTOR SCOTT SUSKOVIC

The Marks of Discipleship
We know what it means to be a disciple from the inside; that is, to believe in Jesus as 
Lord, receive the forgiveness of our sins and put our trust in God’s grace alone. But 
what does a Christian look like on the outside? That is going to be the emphasis of 
our Lenten Journey.

Sadly, when it comes to things like divorce, illness, bankruptcy, alcoholism and all the 
other vices, statistically there is not a huge difference between professing Christians 
and the rest of society. But there are some outward signs to see that during Lent we 
call, “The Marks of Discipleship.”

Worship: It is the most important thing that we do as believers, set aside that time 
to come into the presence of God with his children and praise his holy name. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and strength and mind.

Devotion: We set aside time to be alone with the word of God and to pray, 
deepening and nurturing that real and personal relationship with God. 
Jesus went alone to a lonely place to pray.

People: We were created to be in community with other believers.  
Fellowship is not a side effect of church, it is one of the Marks of Discipleship.  
Bear one another’s burdens.

Service: For the believer, service is a non-negotiable Mark of Discipleship.  
We serve those in need to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  
For the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve.

Stuff: What’s stuff? It’s divorce, illness, heartache, addiction, bankruptcy.  
Stuff happens, and will happen. More importantly, however, is how our faith  
gives us strength and hope to persevere.  
In this world you will have trouble, but take heart, for I have overcome the world.

You can join us during Lent to discover and do the Marks of Discipleship 
three ways: 
	 1. 	 Attend worship with each Sunday focusing on a different Mark of Discipleship; 
	 2.	 We will have in the bulletin a daily devotion for you each week on one of the Marks; 
	 3.	 Join the pastors in Fellowship Hall on Sundays during Lent for a study on  
		  each of the Marks.

What does it look like to be a Christian? You can’t tell by a person’s ethnic 
background or citizenship. It is not recognized by your age or gender or hair color. 
And no one can judge another’s heart. But you can see the Marks of Discipleship in 
one who lives out their faith for others to see and to the Glory of God.

Join us this Lent in making these Marks real and powerful for you. 

Peace, 
Pastor Scott
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READ MORE & WATCH THE PROMO VIDEO: christelca.org/sermon-series

Overview: What does a follower of Jesus look like? You 
certainly can’t tell by outward appearance, ethnic 
background or family heritage. God is always about the 
heart of the believer which the Bible characterizes with 
these Marks of Discipleship.

February 22 • Worship 
�We have said often that the most important thing that 
we do is worship. In that weekly gathering, the saints 
gather with other brothers and sisters in Christ to 
praise God’s holy name, hear his Word and share in the 
sacraments. Every other Mark of Discipleship flows from 
the greatest commandment to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and soul and strength and mind. 
Mark 12:24–34; Hebrews 10:19–25

March 1 • Devotion  
Can you imagine having a close, personal and intimate 
relationship with your spouse if you never carve out 
time alone? The same is true with our relationship 
with God. During his busiest times, Jesus often carved 
out time to be alone with God in prayer, reflection and 
devotion. This Mark of Discipleship draws us into a 
deeper and personal love relationship with God. 
Luke 5:15–16; Psalm 92:1–8

March 8 • People  
We were never created to go it alone. Our Christian 
identity has always been marked by living in community 

with other believers. Fellowship is the place to share life 
together, receive honest feedback, experience grace, 
engage in faithful living and enjoy the blessings of life. 
Over 50 times in the New Testament we are called to be 
together and lift up one another.     John 15

March 15 • Service  
For the believer, service is a non-negotiable Mark of 
Discipleship. Jesus made that abundantly clear as he 
used himself as the example. “The Son of Man came not 
to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom 
to others.” You don’t have to do everything, but you have 
to do something — something that flows from faith, 
something that asks nothing in return, something for 
no recognition. So, what is your something? 
Matthew 25:31–45; Philippians 2:1–11

March 22 • Stuff 
Stuff happens — divorce, illness, heartache, addictions, 
bankruptcy — stuff happens. For Christians, perhaps 
even more so. The world, the devil and all the empty 
promises run completely counter to the Gospel. 
Jesus warned his followers, “In this world, you will 
have troubles.” But then he gives this word of 
encouragement, “But take heart for I have overcome the 
world!” This Mark of Discipleship is not whether or not 
stuff happens, but how our faith gives us strength and 
hope to meet the days ahead. 
Mark 10:34–40; Acts 12:1–2; 2 Corinthians 11:21–31

Lenten Sunday Series 
FEBRUARY 22 - MARCH 22
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Deck Barn Open for Events 
If you haven’t been to the Deck Barn at our Southland property 
(located at 315 Reid Dairy Road in Waxhaw), you are missing a nice 
place to gather. We recently renovated the space with a warming 
kitchen, new lighting and painted interior. You can reserve it for a 
church event such as 
your small group or 
Sunday School class,  
or for a personal 
occasion such as a 
birthday or anniversary.

If you are interested, 
please reach out to Tony 
Hyde in the church 
office for availability and 
cost. His email is 
thyde@christelca.org.
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Cornerstone Gifts - Crosses 
Cross: an object formed by two intersecting lines or pieces. While 
that simple definition of a cross is technically correct, what does 
the cross mean to you? A symbol of the crucifixion of Jesus, His 
resurrection and redemption? A symbol of salvation through 
grace alone, faith alone and scripture alone? A symbol of faith, 
joy and the promise of heaven? Christians across the world show 
their faith through the display of the cross as jewelry or as a 
centerpiece in their home.

Whether it’s a piece of jewelry, a wall cross, a standing cross or 
a greeting card, Cornerstone Gifts is pleased to offer a variety 
of crosses for you and your family. We will be featuring two 
different styles of crosses that came from the construction of 
our own Sanctuary at Christ Lutheran. Member Roger Szymczyk 
and former member Bud Moore created two styles of wooden 
crosses: a wall cross constructed from scraps of the stained 
ceiling in the Sanctuary and a standing cross constructed from 
other scrap wood used in the building. These crosses have been 
stored away for many years, but now is the time to offer them 
to the congregation for purchase with the proceeds going 
directly to benefit the Outreach Ministries of the church. Stop by 
Cornerstone Gifts and consider purchasing one of these crosses 
to hang in your home to remind you of your faith and the place 
that continues to grow and nourish that faith every week.

Endowment Recognition Dinner 
On April 26, the Endowment Committee will host our biennial 
recognition event for those who have made gifts to our Endowment 
Funds, creating a lasting legacy supporting Christ Lutheran. We 
will hear from some “beyond our walls” who benefit from our 
Benevolence, which is where much of the Endowment draw is 
directed each year. We will also have a delicious meal from Chefs Mike 
and Alicia, as well as time for fellowship. Invitations will be mailed in 
March. Please direct questions to brucedvoelker@gmail.com.
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Jessie Craven and Andrew Richmond

Emily, William 
and Jackson Fiederlein (not pictured)

Daniel Sidorenko, Taylor Farris 
and Rory

David Sauers, Elizabeth Warren  
and Xander

Jim and Susan Yount Jonathan Ryen and Randi Moose



march/april 2026 7

Adding During Lent 
by MARK JOHANSON 

The Church year once again brings us to the season of Lent, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday. For me, Lent and the changing of 
seasons go hand-in-hand. Nature reawakens after winter, with plants 

blossoming and animals returning 
from their rest. Lent’s place in the 
forty days before Easter — the 
Resurrection of our Lord — seems 
most appropriate as we, especially 
in the Carolinas, welcome Spring 
and enjoy a feast for the senses as 
we shed off the cold of winter.

I do believe that it is not before the 
penitential time of Lent, however, 
that the Christian can fully 
appreciate the joy and celebration 
of Easter. Lent is a period of time 
which is traditionally marked with 
less. Less singing, for we tend to 
omit "gloria's" and “alleluia's" in 

many of our worship services. Less celebration, for our sanctuary is 
presented with the striking and somewhat imposing Corpus Christi 
(“body of Christ”) carving that hangs before the cross. Less decoration, 
as we near the conclusion of Lent with the stripping of the altar on 
Maundy Thursday.

Some faiths, in particular Catholicism, often mandate a reduced choice of 
food for its believers, necessitating the seasonally appropriate Bojangler 
fish sandwich (I’ll pass, thanks). I have friends who will sometimes give up 
something for Lent, in order to help remind them of Christ’s sacrifice and 
what He gave up in order that you and I would be saved.

Rather than giving up something this year, may I suggest you consider 
adding something for Lent that strengthens your faith and the faith 
of those around you. Adding a daily devotion, prayers before mealtime 
with your family, singing or Bible time with your children, calling 
or writing to a friend or family member, attending worship more 
regularly… the decision is yours.

Since I proposed adding something, here’s something specific to add. 
Join us on Wednesdays at noon in Christ Chapel for our midweek Lent 
services, beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 18) and concluding on 
April 1. They are a refreshing, and brief, service of Word, Meal and music. 
Lunch is served afterwards in the Forum. It’s a refreshing and, I think, a 
much-needed pause in the middle of the week. I hope you’ll join us.

Easter Wreaths 
This year, in addition to purchasing lilies or 
hydrangeas in memory or in honor of loved ones, 
you can also sponsor an Easter floral wreath that will 
help to decorate the church for the Resurrection of 
our Lord! These locally-crafted wreaths, featuring 
artificial foliage for long-lasting beauty, will adorn our 
sanctuary doors and Easter Sunrise service, and then 
be available for you to take home after the Easter 
Sunday Contemporary service.

Wreaths are $75. There are two choices of wreath: 
both the Peony and Yellow wreaths can be 
commissioned in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. The deadline for commissions to be included 
in the bulletin is March 23.
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F A M I L I E S

Good Friday Family Service 
by PASTOR ADRIENNE

Families with young children are invited to attend this meaningful 
and family-oriented Good Friday Worship Service on Friday, April 2 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. This service is designed for families to come 
together in interactive learning and reflection as we remember the 
significance of Good Friday. Through a Gospel-centered message, we 
will focus on the hope, grace and redemption made possible through 
Jesus’ sacrifice. The service will be engaging and accessible for children, 
creating space for families to experience this sacred day side by side.

As part of the worship service, students will have the opportunity 
to participate in interactive stations that share about the events of 
Jesus’ last day. Each station is thoughtfully designed to help learn 
and engage in tangible ways, highlighting the depth of Christ’s love 
and the power of God’s redeeming grace. We invite you to bring 
your children and join us for this powerful morning of remembrance, 
discovery and worship as we prepare our hearts for Easter.

Maundy Thursday's Seder Meal 
What is the Seder Meal and why do we reenact it on Maundy 
Thursday? Good question! The Seder Meal is a remembrance of the 
plagues and suffering of the Israelite slaves in Egypt. By sacrificing 
a lamb and painting its blood on their doorways, the angel of death 
passed over their homes and families.

How does this connect to Jesus? When John the Baptist cries out "Here 
comes the Lamb of God" when Jesus walks by, it signals that the true 
and final Passover Lamb has come. The gospels of Matthew, Mark and 
Luke tell us the last meal Jesus had before going to the cross was the 
Passover meal He celebrated with His disciples. In this meal, Jesus took 
bread and wine and gave them new meaning: "This is my body... this is 
my blood." Jesus fulfills the Passover by becoming both the host and 
the Lamb whose body and blood delivers us from sin. As the Seder 
Meal proclaims "This is what the LORD did for me," the Lord's Supper 
proclaims Christ's sacrifice given "for you." Jesus fulfills God's promise of 
deliverance in him, we are forgiven of all our sins and given true life. 

We celebrate this special meal to remind ourselves of our rich 
tradition of God's action and promise in the lives of his people and in 
the 2nd graders He is calling to the Lord's table of mercy.

First Communion 2026! 
by KRISTEN RANK

During the season of Lent, we begin preparing our 2nd–5th graders to 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time! We began 
on February 22nd where the kids learned how many sacraments are in 
the Lutheran Church as well as what makes Baptism and Communion 
sacraments. Hint– there are 3 things!

Supplies to create First Communion banners are handed out at this 
event. Kids create a banner unique to them that is treasured for many 
years. On Story Day, kids and parents follow Moses through the Exodus 
story in a very interactive and energetic way to learn the Passover story 
and how it connects to the Passion story. The final class is called "Livin' 
Forgiven," where we review what they have learned. The kids are able to 
taste the elements, receive a gift from the congregation, a blessing from 
their parents and leave their banners that will be hung up in Spirit Hall 
during the Seder Meal. We are looking forward to celebrating the gift of 
Holy Communion with the class of 2026!
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F A M I L I E S

6th Grade Confirmation Stepping 
Stone: Lord's Prayer 
Sunday, March 1st • 3-5 p.m. in the Forum 
Parents and their 6th grade Confirmation students are invited to 
explore the Lord’s Prayer and discover its significance in their faith 
journey. The highlight of this event is participating in an interactive 
Prayer Path. It is a powerful and memorable experience. Join us for 
a time of learning, reflection, creativity and connection. 7th and 8th 
graders who have not yet attended this Stepping Stone are also invited.

8th Grade Confirmation Stepping 
Stone: Apostles’ Creed Event 
Sunday, April 19 • 3-5 p.m. in the Forum
As part of the final steps in Confirmation, our 8th grade students 
and their parents are invited to an 8th grade only Apostles’ Creed 
Stepping Stone Event on Sunday, April 19 from 3-5 p.m. in the 
Forum. They will be exploring the three Articles of the Apostles’ 
Creed and discovering their significance in our faith journey. This 
will be the beginning of students crafting their personal faith 
statements which they will finish at the 9th grade retreat in August.

12th Grade Stepping Stone: 
Leave your Mark!  
Sunday, March 15 • 4-6 p.m. in Center Six
High school seniors and parents are invited to join us for this new 
Stepping Stone that will include a time of fellowship and intentional 
conversations about this stage in your lives. Students will also paint 
a tile that will hang in the Pit to encourage the next generations of 
youth in their life of faith.

Reminder: March 15th is the deadline to send in your photos to 
be put into the newsletter, bulletin insert and a video display 
that will be shown during services on Quillow Sunday, June 7th. 
E-mail two pictures of your graduate and the following info to 
Caroline at cdiffley@christelca.org: 
	 •	How you would like the graduate’s name listed; 
	 •	Two high-resolution pictures of your graduate, one baby/toddler  
		  picture and one current picture; 
	 •	Graduate’s high school. 
	 •	Post high school plans or college they will be attending next year  
		  if known (if post high school decision is unknown as of March 15th,  
		  you can still forward this information by May 1st).
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F A M I L I E S

Spring Family Events
As we say goodbye to one of the biggest snowfalls Charlotte has 
seen in years, it’s time to look ahead to warmer days and Spring 
fun! Family Ministry has several upcoming events that are sure to 
get you into the Spring state of mind!

Xperience Fundraiser | March 8 • 5:00–7:30 p.m. 
As Xperience prepares for their summer tour to Texas, you can 
help them on their way! Join us for an evening of Tex-Mex, crafts, 
line dancing, a silent auction and more. It’s more than a fundraiser 
— it’s a Texas-sized celebration for the whole family. Come support 
our youth and their ministry!

Out and About | March 21 • 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
Families with younger children are invited to Woodplay Charlotte 
for an afternoon of play and fellowship. Kids can enjoy the 
showroom while parents connect. Light snacks will be provided 
for both kids and adults. Don’t miss this fun family-friendly event!

Family Field Day | April 18 
Lace up your sneakers and join us at the South Land for our first-
ever Family Field Day! This afternoon will be packed with races, 
games and activities for all ages. We’re still finalizing the details, so 
watch REALM for updates on timing and event highlights.

Become a VBS Volunteer 
Why Volunteer for Vacation Bible School this summer? So many 
reasons and no experience necessary!! We hear over and over that 
VBS is often a child’s most memorable church experience of the 
year. Your presence and encouragement are scattering the seeds 
of faith in our kids to prepare their hearts for the Holy Spirit to 
move and grow their understanding of God’s love!

Interested? Contact Kristen Rank at krank@christelca.org
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Family Night is in BLOOM! 
Spring Family Night is finally in bloom! After several 
weeks of weather delays, Family Night kicked off on 
February 10th with our Registration Night! McClintock 
students and families arrived at McClintock Middle 
School for a warm dinner and registration fair to see 
what McPIE would offer for this semester.

Over 120 meals were served and afterward, students 
and families filled the gym to meet club leaders and see 
what all is happening this Spring. There is something 
for everyone. Elementary siblings have activities. Our 
K-1st-2nd grade students build with legos and blocks, 
do fun crafts, work on puzzles and more! Our 3rd–5th 
graders get a glimpse into robotics and coding through 
a partnership with You Can Tech! And our tiniest babies 
have a nursery where they are loved and cared for!

Adults choose from ESL, Pathways Out of Poverty 
classes — Getting Ahead and Women’s Journey, 
and new this semester is a partnership with NAMI 
(National Alliance on Mental Illness). They will provide 
a NAMI Basics class for adults who have an adolescent 
experiencing mental health issues. We are excited for 
this new partnership, especially as mental health is at 
the forefront of many people’s minds today.

Middle School students have three afternoon possibilities: 
Hiking, Game On and Gardening. These are great options 
to get outside and enjoy the coming Spring weather. 
Evening clubs include Art, Robotics (NEW), Cyber Spy, 
Girl Scouts, Top Scot Chef, Drama, Woodworking, Hands 2 
Heart, Sports Drills, Ten80 Racing and Volleyball. You are 
sure to find a club that fits with such diverse offerings!

S E R V I N G  &  O U T R E A C H

Spring is a fun time to get involved. If you want to 
come and see what Family Night is about, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to Angela Davis (adavis@
christelca.org) and schedule a time to come take a tour!

Room In The Inn 
RITI has been a successful and MUCH needed ministry, 
especially during the bitter cold January and February 
months. Let’s help this ministry finish strong during 
March. We are currently in need of overnight hosts on 
these specific dates: March 5th (1), 12th (2) and 26th (1).

LET’S HELP OUR NEIGHBORS EXPERIENCING 
HOMELESSNESS. If you are able to volunteer and 
experience what a rewarding time this is with folks, go 
to their Sign Up Genius and sign up today (https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4EA9AD2BA57-59392690-
clcroom#/). If you have any questions, please contact 
Lane Goode at lane.goode@gmail.com.

Benevolence 
Christ Lutheran is very generous to our neighbors and 
community agencies. In 2025, 12% of our annual church 
budget supported multiple ministries and non-profits. 
The benevolence committee meets quarterly to allocate 
available funds to non-profits. Now into 2026, we have 
a new “grant application” for non-profits looking to 
receive funds from CLC Benevolence. If you are part of 
a non-profit that would like to apply for funding, please 
reach out to Angela Davis (adavis@christelca.org).
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S E R V I N G  &  O U T R E A C H

CROP Walk Update 
Christ Lutheran exceeded last year's CROP donations and hit $60K! 
This is an impressive number and certainly helps families in our 
area who are experiencing hunger. It was a team effort including 
multiple donors, from inside and outside the church, with gifts of 
$500, $1000, $1500 and more. Of course, every gift is a treasure, 
particularly those from folks who gave sacrificially reminiscent of the 
Widow’s Mite in Luke 21.

Thank you to everyone who donated and helped ensure that 
hunger has no place in Charlotte. We defended our position as 
the top team in the country; Number 2 trailed us by about $18k. To 
celebrate this achievement, each of you are invited to attend the 
CROP Hunger Walk Recognition Brunch on Saturday, March 7 at St. 
John’s Baptist Church from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Kindly RSVP to kristine@
charlottecropwalk.org with cc to ricknc82@carolina.rr.com.

Garden is Coming! 
The Garden Ministry is just getting started. We will be amending the 
soil with compost and peat moss and tilling each bed before March 31st. 
Depending on what you want to grow, most planting starts after the 
1st frost free date of April 1. We have 32 raised beds reserved with 10 
more still available! The garden is available from sunrise to sunset 
so set your own schedule. Regular harvest times, known as “Pickin' 
Parties” begin around mid April. New to gardening? Not sure how 
to start? There are many gardeners willing to welcome and mentor 
you - meet new friends and enjoy fellowship while helping to feed 
our hungry neighbors.

Busy Bees! 
It’s a great time to come and observe how we care for our bees. It is 
a requirement for you to do this three times before you can join in. 
We are in the process of restoring three lost colonies and expanding 
to three more new ones.

With proper training and equipped with knowledge, the chances 
of being stung is minimal. Without a doubt, they are fascinating 
creatures made by our Heavenly Father for our benefit. Come and 
see for yourself. As orderly as bees are there are no regular set times. 
The bees let us know what and when to do the things to keep them 
healthy and productive.

For more information and/or to get started, contact Walt Roth at  
704-907-7080 or by email at wroth1@bellsouth.net.

McPIE 20-Year Celebration!!!! 
Twenty years ago this April, Amy Daniels attended a Faith Summit 
held by then CMS Superintendent, Peter Gorman. A call was put 
out for faith communities to partner with high-risk schools. Christ 
Lutheran answered that call! What has evolved over these past 20 
years is the culmination of love, tears, determination and sheer grit.

The partnership Christ Lutheran has with McClintock Middle School has 
flourished. Thousands of students have created future stories, countless 
volunteers have been inspired, multitudes of families have been 
supported, and community being built at the school is noticeable.

Over the course of our 20-year milestone, McPIE will celebrate with 
a different theme each month. Stay tuned for ways to get involved 
and opportunities to donate your time, talents, and resources!
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S E R V I N G  &  O U T R E A C H

Crisis Assistance 
Do you have clothing you want to donate? Drop it off in the blue 
bin outside of the Outreach office any day of the week. We have 
a dedicated team of volunteers who pick up donated clothing 
weekly and deliver it to Crisis Assistance uptown. These are 
valuable donations for our neighbors in need. As a reminder, we 
take CLOTHING ONLY – no toys, housewares, etc.

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace would like to request your help building 
and delivering beds to children that are sleeping on the floor. 
We are building beds in March; please come and help if you can, 
leave when you need to, or donate if you would like. No experience 
necessary, just a desire to help.

March 27 • 9 a.m.– 1 p.m. 
March 28 • 9 a.m.– 1 p.m. or until we finish 
(Rain or Shine.)

To register, go to https://volunteer.shpbeds.org/timeslots/
Hew59BOIcH. The reservation has 2 dates. Click 'Additional Times' 
to select both/either sign ups. Thank you all!

Happy Spring Thrivent Members! 
As a Thrivent member, you have two Thrivent Impact Cards of $250 
each available for 2026 to sponsor projects that support many of 
CLC’s outreach initiatives – McPIE, Freedom School, the Quilting 
Ministry, Room In the Inn, Habitat for Humanity, etc. Or you can use 
them to support causes near and dear to your heart.

The application process is easy – you apply online and we 
can provide the information necessary to complete the form. 
Additionally, Thrivent members who have insurance products 
earn Thrivent Choice dollars that can be donated directly to an 
organization of your choice with the click of an online button! 
It’s the easiest way to give back. There are many organizations to 
choose from including our own Sleep in Heavenly Peace initiative.

To access your Choice dollars, log into your Thrivent account, click on 
the “Generosity” tab, then the “Direct Choice Dollars” tab, then you 
can access the donor organizations. Please contact Dee Dee Petronis 
(dpetronis@christelca.org) for more information and assistance.

Feed A Family – Letter of Thanks! 
Christ Lutheran Angels, Thank you for saving the Feed a Family 
Fund. I am blown away at the outpouring of generosity in the fall. 
With the ICE scare and rising grocery prices, many families needed 
help and we met that challenge head on. The school is delighted 
with the bags every week. The gardeners donated money so we 
can include a little fresh produce with their normal groceries 
during the winter months. We continue to feed our neighbors with 
glad hearts knowing that Christ Lutheran supports us!
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