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Many thmes, throwghout our fves we hear "o with the llow™ We
fearn that o “good Chrizthan® foliows the riles, obays outhoritios,
Qs Crediek Qlory To Gort Qe Mmhwmw
faithful pathwoys to help us nondgate the many responsibilities
wae juggie. But in histons Scripiure, and in Our W exXparipnoes,
wee discover that owr God s One who surprises U In the very Birth

af God tn Jesus Chirst, we soe that God has o differont woay off
encountering his people. in this sermon senes after Cheistreas, ve
eontinele o soe, through Jesus Chrst, the ways that God defies
tmmmwmmwmmmn'ﬁs

follcvnrs of Josus, we are also and supported, to grow into
@ fife of faith that is full of chollenge, surgeise and Dronsfonmation.

Week 1= The Messiah is a.. BabyT

Matthew 22-1% lsoioh 527

For centuries, the people of lsmel waited for thelr Messlah to
como. Mamy expected, and hoped for, o mighty nder or prince, or
at lexst 3 grossm mmlmcmmmmﬂumwumw
did not expect their king to come as a vulnerable baby born in
humble Circumstances, No ond expadted their Messiah to be
born in o stablbe. Jesus' prdval was different. People did not corme
fram all e to pay him homage, oxcept for some magl from the
Enst. They followed the star, but had no kdes wihat or vwiho they
weould find, In their encounter, they discoversd not a great
mibghty ruler, bt a Btile ba by, wiho was thee vy Son of God,
Week I« s Hot This Way!

Matthows T13=17: 1 h 5313

HNot much ruffled the feathers of John the Baptist. He lived in the
desort. Ho ate locusts and wild hondy and wore animal sking. He
wiks paving the way for the Lord, preclalming that all showld turn
and repont. People lecked to hoar him, but whon Josus arrfves
ard asks to be baptized By hirm, John, 2 man steeped in scriptune,
refuses saying that Jesus is the one who should Baptize him.
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Even with his influentlal cowsing, Jesus s golng Agalnst the Graln of
heeasr iz mintstry chould bogin, This reversal sheaws us that the
Elngpdom of God ks going to be different.

Week 3 « Radical inclusion

Luke <:34-20; Isalah 611-3

God forged a natlon, his people 1smel, through the faith and family
of their father Abraharm. It was this people, enslaved in Egypt. gifted
th Lavw and promiced land, guided by judges, proghete, and finalby,
kimg s, who claimed the sole favor of the LORD GO, Sabvation
weoibd come through the Jews The widesproad belief took on the
additional meaning that sabvaticn would come only to the Jows
Irchiried, Joaiee, born & Joew, Braught eahation bo his peaple, but
mrﬁlﬂﬂpﬁﬂmtm:‘-ﬂlﬂmﬂfﬂ thelr Gentile too, his
st ners meddt in an uproar, As follovwers of Jesus, wii bod ane called
o speak a message of Inclushon of the gace of God to all,

Wealk 4 « Just Say the Word

Motthew G513 oiah 45:5-6

Throughout his ministry, Jesus laid his hands on many e bring
heeafing. With his mare presence and towch, he could restone sight,
brirg back one's mability, and oven bring somaeone back to Bfe
Susrethy his i was needed for army healing 1o oocur.
Herasisser, at the great proclamation of faith by the centufon, Jesus
SUTpTises weheern b heals bis servant with just a word, It
& not just mene body that we experionce the prosenco of our Losd,
bBut our Greak Physician continues to heal us with his presence,

Week 5« Are You the One?
Motthew IH-E; fsaiah I5-1.5
Waeelk 6 « It Docen't Add Up
Morthew 2018 Exodus 131733

Week 7« Can™ We Just Stay on the Mountaintop?
Matthew IR-1E Dewteronamy I8T5-19
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